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Administrative Law  

Sixth Circuit 
First Tenn. Bank Nat’l Ass’n v. Johanns, --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2008 WL 904732 (M.D. Tenn. 2008) 
(Secretary’s decision that lender failed to comply not arbitrary and capricious) 
Ninth Circuit 
Geertson Seed Farms v. Johanns, --- F.3d ---, 2009 WL 1782972 (9th Cir. 2009) (upholding 
injunction for not complying with NEPA) 
Rookstool v. U.S. Dep’t of Agric., No. 3:06-CV-00499-LRH-VPC, 2009 WL 1684439 (D. Nev. 
June 12, 2009) (failure to show expert’s fees recoverable under EAJA) 
W. Watersheds Project v. Bureau of Land Mgmt., --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2009 WL 1651287 (D. Ariz. 
2009) (judicial review of claims under the APA) 
Citizens for Better Forestry v. U.S. Dep’t of Agric., 567 F.3d 1128 (9th Cir. 2009) (withdrawal of 
policy by agency did not mean “prevailing party” for EAJA) 
D.C. Circuit 
Koretoff v. Vilsack, --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2009 WL 1676900 (D.D.C. 2009) (failure to exhaust 
remedies) 
Montanans for Multiple Use v. Barbouletos, 568 F.3d 225 (D.C. Cir. 2009) (claims that 
management of forest violated forest plan precluded) 
Federal Circuit 
Mendoza v. United States, --- Fed. Cl. ---, 2009 WL 1676911 (Fed. Cl. 2009) (remanding to 
agency to decide if plaintiffs where federal employees) 
New Jersey 
Atlantic County Soc’y for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals v. City of Absecon, No. L-16946-
06, 2009 WL 1562967 (N.J. Super. Ct. App. Div. June 5, 2009) (open records request) 

 
Alternative Dispute Resolution 

Second Circuit 
Empire State Ethanol & Energy v. BBI Int’l, No. 1:08CV623 (GLS/DRH), 2009 WL 1813205 
(N.D.N.Y. June 25, 2009) (staying claims against non-arbitrating defendants until arbitration 
completed) 
Eighth Circuit 
Svancara v. Rain & Hail, LLC, No. 8:09CV144, 2009 WL 1652220 (D. Neb. June 11, 2009) 
(judicial review of arbitration award) 



Ninth Circuit 
Olsen v. United States ex rel. the Fed. Crop Ins. Corp., No. 08-35228, 2009 WL 1638652 (9th 
Cir. June 10, 2009) (vacation of arbitration award; arbitrators lacked authority to bound the U.S.) 
Minnesota 
Waymouth Farms, Inc. v. Olam Americas, Inc., No. A08-1915, 2009 WL 1853186 (Minn. Ct. 
App. June 30, 2009) (arbitration clause not binding) 
Mississippi 
Swindle v. Harvey, --- So.3d ---, 2009 WL 1758840 (Miss. Ct. App. 2009) (compelling 
arbitration on loan agreement)  

 
Animal Feeding Operations 

Indiana  
Thomas v. Blackford County Area Bd. of Zoning Appeals, 907 N.E.2d 988 (Ind. 2009) (no 
standing to challenge special exception to zoning law received by dairy) 
Michigan 
Sierra Club Mackinac County v. Dep’t of Envtl. Quality, --- N.W.2d ---, 2009 WL 1794777 
(Mich. 2009) (upholding reversal of declaratory judgment for state CAFO program) 

 
Animal Welfare 

Arizona   
Smith v. Pima County Animal Control, No. 2 CA-CV 2008-0119, 2009 WL  1708839 (Ariz. Ct. 
App. June 17, 2009) (forfeiture of dogs to county) 
Indiana 
Davis v. Indiana, 907 N.E.2d 1043 (Ind. Ct. App. 2009) (conviction for animal fighting) 
Massachusetts 
Massachusetts v. Pina, No. 08-P-133, 74 Mass. App. Ct. 1117, 2009 WL 1635311 (Mass. App. 
Ct. June 12, 2009) (review of conviction for animal cruelty) 
New Jersey 
Atlantic County Soc’y for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals v. City of Absecon, No. L-16946-
06, 2009 WL 1562967 (N.J. Super. Ct. App. Div. June 5, 2009) (requesting city provide pet 
ownership records) 
Texas 
Bradley v. Texas, No. 01-08-00332-CR, 2009 WL 1688200 (Tex. App. June 18, 2009) (double 
jeopardy; termination of ownership of animals) 

 
Bankruptcy 

Eighth Circuit 
In re Farmland Indus., Inc., 567 F.3d 1010 (8th Cir. 2009) (jurisdiction of bankruptcy court; 
tortious interference with business expectation)  
Georgia 
In re Breezy Ridge Farms, Inc., No. 08-12038-JDW, 2009 WL 1514671 (Bankr. M.D. Ga. May 
29, 2009) (discharge of debt under Ch. 12 is same for individual and corporation) 
Montana 
In re Wilson, Nos. 05-65161-12, 06-60369-12, 2009 WL 1844479 (Bankr. D. Mont. June 22, 
2009) (application for attorney fees by oversecured creditors) 
Virginia 
In re Peanut Corp. of Am., --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2009 WL 1584609 (W.D. Va. 2009) (withdrawal of 
adversary proceeding from bankruptcy court) 
 



 
Biotechnology 

Ninth Circuit 
Geertson Seed Farms v. Johanns, --- F.3d ---, 2009 WL 1782972 (9th Cir. 2009) (upholding 
injunction to prevent further planting of Roundup Ready® alfalfa) 

 
Clean Water Act 

Supreme Court 
Coeur Alaska, Inc. v. Se. Alaska Conservation Council, --- US ---, 2009 WL 1738643 (2009) 
(Corp was proper agency to get discharge permit from; defer to agency granting discharge 
permit) 
Eleventh Circuit 
Friends of Everglades v. S. Fla. Water Mgmt. Dist., --- F.3d ---, 2009 WL 1545551 (11th Cir. 
2009) (transfer of pollutant from one navigable body of water to another did not require NPDES 
permit) 
Michigan 
Sierra Club Mackinac County v. Dep’t of Envtl. Quality, --- N.W.2d ---, 2009 WL 1794777 
(Mich. 2009) (upholding reversal of declaratory judgment for state CAFO program) 

 
Commercial Transactions 

Sixth Circuit 
Kuehnemund v. Crop Prod. Servs., Inc., No. 08-14647-BC, 2009 WL 1789073 (E.D. Mich. June 
23, 2009) (statute of limitations; claim sold defective fertilizer) 
Ninth Circuit 
In re Morton, No. 08-401666-JDP, 2009 WL 1617078 (Bankr. D. Idaho June 9, 2009) (no 
conversion or violation of UCC in cattle sale) 

 
Conservation Programs 

Eleventh Circuit 
Balfour Land Co., L.P. v. United States, No. 7:08-cv-34 (HL), 2009 WL 1796068 (M.D. Ga. 
June 22, 2009) (termination of CRP contracts by FSA for failing to get FSA approval in selling 
CRP land) 

 
Corporate Farming Laws 

North Dakota 
Stenehjem ex rel., North Dakota v. Crosslands, Inc., No. 20-05-C-002 (N.D. Dist. Ct. June 5, 
2009) (upholding state corporate farming law against constitutional challenges)  

 
Environmental Law 

Sixth Circuit 
Nat'l Cotton Council of Am. v. U.S. Envtl. Prot. Agency, 553 F.3d 927 (6th Cir. 2009) 
(exemption of pesticides from the Clean Water Act) 
Ninth Circuit 
Geertson Seed Farms v. Johanns, --- F.3d ---, 2009 WL 1782972 (9th Cir. 2009) (upholding 
injunction for not complying with NEPA) 
Ctr. For Biological Diversity v. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Serv., --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2009 WL 1610019 
(N.D. Cal. 2009) (violations of the ESA) 
Grand Canyon Trust v. U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2009 WL 1458784 (D. 
Ariz. 2009) (operation of dam does not violated the ESA) 



DC Circuit 
Friends of Animals v. Salazar, --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2009 WL 1743501 (D.D.C. 2009) (standing 
under ESA; allowing for the breeding and hunting of endangered elk by private ranches) 
Michigan 
Sierra Club Mackinac County v. Dep’t of Envtl. Quality, --- N.W.2d ---, 2009 WL 1794777 
(Mich. 2009) (upholding reversal of declaratory judgment for state CAFO program) 
 

Estate Planning & Taxation 
California 
Romans v. Pearce, No. F055910, 2009 WL 1628094 (Cal. Ct. App. June 11, 2009) (transfer of 
trust to LLC) 
Tennessee  
Ralston v. Hobbs, No. M2008-01637-COA-R3-CV, 2009 WL 1564798 (Tenn. Ct. App. June 4, 
2009) (breach of fiduciary duty by attorney-in-fact) 

 
Federal Crop Insurance 

Eighth Circuit 
Svancara v. Rain & Hail, LLC, No. 8:09CV144, 2009 WL 1652220 (D. Neb. June 11, 2009) 
(judicial review of arbitration award) 
Nelson v. Comm’r, 568 F.3d 662 (8th Cir. 2009) (could not defer recognition of crop insurance 
proceeds to following year) 
Ninth Circuit 
Olsen v. United States ex rel. the Fed. Crop Ins. Corp., No. 08-35228, 2009 WL 1638652 (9th 
Cir. June 10, 2009) (vacation of arbitration award; arbitrators lacked authority to bound the U.S.) 
 

 
Finance and Credit 

Sixth Circuit 
First Tenn. Bank Nat’l Ass’n v. Johanns, --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2008 WL 904732 (M.D. Tenn. 2008) 
(lender entitled to partial award on loan loss claim) 
Eighth Circuit 
In re Alvo Grain & Feed, Inc., Nos. BK08-80876-TLS, A08-8029-TLS, 2009 WL 1609385 
(Bankr. D. Neb. June 8, 2009) (seriously misleading financing statement) 
D.C. Circuit 
Enter. Nat’l Bank v. Vilsack, 568 F.3d 229 (D.C. Cir. 2009) (reduction in payment of guaranteed 
loan by USDA warranted) 
Williams v. Vilsack, --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2009 WL 1528846 (D.D.C. 2009) (claim of 
discrimination in declining for FSA loan) 

 
Food Labeling 

Eighth Circuit  
In re Aurora Dairy Corp. Organic Milk Mktg. & Sales Practices Litig., Nos. 4:08MD01907 ERW 
et al., 2009 WL 1576928 (E.D. Mo. June 3, 2009) (dismissal of claims that milk labeled as 
organic did not meet organic standards) 

 
Food Safety 

DC Circuit 
Koretoff v. Vilsack, --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2009 WL 1676900 (D.D.C. 2009) (challenging USDA 
regulation to require treatment of raw almonds) 



Federal Circuit 
Ecolab, Inc. v. FMC Corp., --- F.3d ---, 2009 WL 1605334 (Fed. Cir. 2009) (patent infringement 
suit on patents on chemical products used to reduce pathogens in meat processing) 
New York 
Humane Soc’y of U.S., Inc. v. Brennan, --- N.Y.S.2d ---, 2009 WL 1687735 (N.Y. App. Div. 
2009) (standing; declaration that foie gras is adulterated food product) 

 
Labor 

Ninth Circuit 
Bobadilla-German v. Bear Creek Orchards, Inc., No. CV 07-3058-PA, 2009 WL 1726342 (D. 
Or. June 17, 2009) (class certification of AWPA claims) 
Doe v. D.M. Camp & Sons, --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2008 WL 8955938 (E.D. Cal. 2008) (joinder of all 
growers permissible; “working arrangement”)  
Eleventh Circuit 
Napoles-Arcila v. Pero Family Farms, LLC, No. 08-807779-CIV, 2009 WL 1585970 (S.D. Fla. 
June 4, 2009) (class certification of breach of contract and violations of state minimum wage law 
claims) 
Federal Circuit  
Mendoza v. United States, --- Fed. Cl. ---, 2009 WL 1676911 (Fed. Cl. 2009) (where employees 
“federal employees”) 
Georgia 
Slappey v. Slappey, 676 S.E.2d 283 (Ga. Ct. App. 2009) (foreclosure of labor’s special lien 
against crops) 
Iowa 
Baker v. Shields, --- N.W.2d ---, 2009 WL 1705723 (Iowa 2009) (employer statutory immunity 
for injuries caused by farm animals) 
Mississippi 
Harper v. Cal-Maine Foods, Inc., --- So.3d ---, 2009 WL 1856996 (Miss. Ct. App. 2009) (statute 
of limitation; workers’ compensation benefits for death of employee) 
Virginia 
Mongold v. Woods, 677 S.E.2d 288 (Va. 2009) (quantum meruit recovery allowed for years of 
uncompensated labor) 
Wyoming 
Wagner v. Reuter, 208 P.3d 1317 (Wyo. 2009) (breach of land sale contract for failure to pay for 
field work and preparation done by vendor) 

 
Landowner Liability 

Ninth Circuit 
Adams v. United States, No. CV-03-49-E-BLW, 2009 WL 1758417 (D. Idaho June 18, 2009) 
(denial of motion to exclude testimony of crop experts) 
Adams v. United States, No. CV-03-49-E-BLW, 2009 WL 1705671 (D. Idaho June 16, 2009) 
(objections to deposition of crop expert) 
Tenth Circuit 
In re Sunbelt Grain WKS, LLC, --- B.R. ---, 2009 WL 1708814 (Bankr. D. Kan. 2009) 
(determining the extent and priority of creditors claims) 
Valley View Angus Ranch v. Duke Energy Field Serv., LP, No. CIV-04-191-D, 2009 WL 
1902435 (W.D. Okla. Apr. 25, 2008) (real party in interest to bring a nuisance claim)  
 
 



Illinois 
Halpin v. Schultz, --- N.E.2d ---, 2009 WL 1690325 (Ill. 2009) (liability for damages to crops in 
repairing drainage tile) 
Texas 
Paselk v. Rabun, --- S.W.3d ---, 2009 WL 1658089 (Tex. App. 2009) (claims dairy caused the 
death of neighbors’ horses) 

 
National Organic Program 

Ninth Circuit 
Geertson Seed Farms v. Johanns, --- F.3d ---, 2009 WL 1782972 (9th Cir. 2009) (upholding 
injunction for not complying with NEPA) 

 
Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act 

Second Circuit 
Winez Int’l Inc. v. Genesis Imp. & Exp. Inc., No. 07-CV-1887 (FB)(CLP), 2009 WL 1833602 
(E.D.N.Y. June 25, 2009) (upholding judgment awarding for breach of trust) 
Fifth Circuit 
Benny’s Farm Fresh Produce, Inc. v. Vine Ripe Tex., Inc., No. H-08-2669, 2009 WL 1856056 
(S.D. Tex. June 29, 2009) (breach of duty to pay) 

 
Renewable Energy 

Tenth Circuit 
In re Gateway Ethanol, L.L.C., No. 08-22579, 2009 WL 1616662 (Bankr. D. Kan. June 5, 2009) 
(acquisition of thermal oxidizer boiler system was true lease) 

 
Secured Transactions 

Eighth Circuit 
Fin-Ag, Inc. v. NAU Country Ins. Co., No. Civ. 08-4141-KES, 2009 WL 1850334 (D.S.D June 
26, 2009) (insurance policy clause was standard mortgage clause conveying independent 
separate rights to mortgagee) 
In re Alvo Grain & Feed, Inc., Nos. BK08-80876-TLS, A08-8029-TLS, 2009 WL 1609385 
(Bankr. D. Neb. June 8, 2009) (seriously misleading financing statement) 

 
Urbanization and Agriculture 

Sixth Circuit 
Rondigo, LLC v. Twp. of Richmond, No. 08-10432, 2009 WL 1811595 (E.D. Mich. June 24, 
2009) (zoning violations; Younger doctrine; res judicata) 
Tax Court 
Kiva Dunes Conservation, LLC v. Comm’r, T.C. Memo 2009-145 (T.C. 2009) (qualified 
deduction for conservation easement) 
Arizona  
County of Cochise v. Faria, --- P.3d ---, 2009 WL 1668554 (Ariz. Ct. App. 2009) (heifer feeding 
pen operation not exempt from zoning regulation as “general agricultural purpose”) 
Connecticut 
Town of Canterbury v. Deojay, 971 A.2d 70, 114 Conn. App. 695 (Conn. App. Ct. 2009) 
(violation of zoning requirements when creating farm) 
Illinois 
In re Vill. of Bull Valley, --- N.E.2d ---, 2009 WL 1654565 (Ill. App. Ct. 2009) (annexation of 
farmland by city) 



Indiana  
Thomas v. Blackford County Area Bd. of Zoning Appeals, 907 N.E.2d 988 (Ind. 2009) (no 
standing to challenge special exception to zoning law received by dairy) 
Ohio 
Zagrans v. Elek, No. 08CA009472, 2009 WL 1743203, 2009 –Ohio- 2942 (Ohio Ct. App. June 
22, 2009) (lack of standing to challenge conservation easement) 
 

Water Law 
Kansas 
Shipe v. Pub. Wholesale Water Supply Dist. No. 25, --- P.3d ---, 2009 WL 1811433 (Kan. 2009) 
(standing to challenge temporary easement to drill test wells on property; standing to challenge 
condemnation of groundwater rights) 
Washington 
Pac. Land Partners, LLC v. Washington, Dep’t of Ecology, 208 P.3d 586 (Wash. Ct. App. 2009) 
(relinquishing of surface water rights due to nonuse by previous owner) 
Wyoming 
Velsaquez v. Chamberlain, --- P.3d ---, 2009 WL 1685041 (Wyo. 2009) (damages caused by 
destruction of water pipeline) 
 


