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This project was undertaken in partnership with the USDA Office of the Chief Economist, The Office of
Energy Policy and New Uses. For information on the full project, visit States’ Biofuels Statutory
Citations. These statutes are placed in reverse chronological order using the date of the most recent
amendment to the statute. Many biofuels laws were enacted as amendments to previously passed laws.

Current through the 2013 Legislative Session of the Washington General Assembly.

19.112.110. Special fuel licensees--Required sales of biodiesel or renewable diesel fuel--Rules
(Effective until July 1, 2015)

(1) Special fuel licensees under chapter 82.38 RCW, other than international fuel tax agreement
licensees, dyed special fuel users, and special fuel distributors, shall provide evidence to the
department of licensing that at least two percent of the total annual diesel fuel sold in Washington is
biodiesel or renewable diesel fuel, following the earlier of: (a) November 30, 2008; or (b) when a
determination is made by the director, published in the Washington State Register, that feedstock
grown in Washington state can satisfy a two-percent requirement.

(2) Special fuel licensees under chapter 82.38 RCW, other than international fuel tax agreement
licensees, dyed special fuel users, and special fuel distributors, shall provide evidence to the
department of licensing that at least five percent of total annual diesel fuel sold in Washington is
biodiesel or renewable diesel fuel, when the director determines, and publishes this determination in
the Washington State Register, that both in-state oil seed crushing capacity and feedstock grown in
Washington state can satisfy a three-percent requirement.

(3) The requirements of subsections (1) and (2) of this section shall take effect no sooner than one
hundred eighty days after the determination has been published in the Washington State Register.

(4) The director and the director of licensing shall each adopt rules, in coordination with each other, for
enforcing and carrying out the purposes of this section.

Credits [2009 ¢ 132 § 2, eff. July 26, 2009; 2006 c 338 § 2, eff. July 1, 2006.]

19.112.120. Motor vehicle fuel licensees--Required sales of denatured ethanol--Rules--
Limitation of section (Effective until July 1, 2015)

(1) By December 1, 2008, motor vehicle fuel licensees under chapter 82.36 RCW, other than motor
vehicle fuel distributors, shall provide evidence to the department of licensing that at least two percent
of total gasoline sold in Washington, measured on a quarterly basis, is denatured ethanol.
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(2) If the director of ecology determines that ethanol content greater than two percent of the total
gasoline sold in Washington will not jeopardize continued attainment of the federal clean air act’s
national ambient air quality standard for ozone pollution in Washington and the director of agriculture
determines and publishes this determination in the Washington State Register that sufficient raw
materials are available within Washington to support economical production of ethanol at higher
levels, the director of agriculture may require by rule that licensees provide evidence to the department
of licensing that denatured ethanol comprises between two percent and at least ten percent of total
gasoline sold in Washington, measured on a quarterly basis.

(3) The requirements of subsections (1) and (2) of this section shall take effect no sooner than one
hundred eighty days after the determination has been published in the Washington State Register.

(4) The director and the director of licensing shall each adopt rules, in coordination with each other, for
enforcing and carrying out the purposes of this section.

(5) Nothing in this section is intended to prohibit the production, sale, or use of motor fuel for use in
federally designated flexibly fueled vehicles capable of using E85 motor fuel. Nothing in this section is
intended to limit the use of high octane gasoline not blended with ethanol for use in aircraft.

Credits [2007 ¢ 309 § 2, eff. July 22, 2007; 2006 ¢ 338 § 3, eff. July 1, 2006.]

19.112.130. Information submitted under RCW 19.112.110 or 19.112.120--Limitation on
release

The department of licensing shall not publicly release, unless pursuant to an order of a court of
competent jurisdiction, information submitted as evidence as required by RCW 19.112.110 or
19.112.120, except information disclosed in aggregate form that does not permit the identification of
information related to individual fuel licensees.

Credits [2006 c 338 § 4, eff. July 1, 2006.]

19.112.140. Standards for biodiesel fuel/fuel blended with biodiesel fuel--Rules

(1) The director shall adopt rules for maintaining standards for biodiesel fuel or fuel blended with
biodiesel fuel by adopting all or part of the standards set forth in the Annual Book of ASTM Standards
and supplements, amendments, or revisions thereof, all or part of the standards set forth in the National
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Handbook 130, Uniform Laws and Regulations in the
areas of legal metrology and engine fuel quality rules, and any supplements, amendments, or revisions
thereof, together with applicable federal environmental protection agency standards. The rules shall
provide that the biodiesel refiner is responsible for meeting the ASTM standards required by chapter
338, Laws of 2006 when providing biodiesel fuel into the distribution system. If a conflict exists
between federal environmental protection agency standards, ASTM standards, or NIST standards, for
purposes of uniformity, federal environmental protection agency standards shall take precedence over
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ASTM and NIST standards. The department of agriculture shall not exceed ASTM standards for
diesel.

(2) The rules adopted under subsection (1) of this section shall be updated to provide for fuel stability
standards when national or international fuel stability standards have been adopted.

Credits [2006 ¢ 338 § 7, eff. July 1, 2006.]

19.112.150. Biofuels advisory committee

The director shall establish a biofuels advisory committee to advise the director on implementing or
suspending the minimum renewable fuel content requirements. The committee shall advise the director
on applicability to all users; logistical, technical, and economic issues of implementation, including the
potential for credit trading, compliance and enforcement provisions, and tracking and reporting
requirements; and how the use of renewable fuel blends greater than two percent and renewable fuels
other than biodiesel or ethanol could achieve the goals of chapter 338, Laws of 2006. In addition, the
committee shall make recommendations to the legislature and governor on the potential to use
alternatives to biodiesel, which are produced from nonpetroleum renewable sources (inclusive of
vegetable oils and animal fats), to meet the minimum renewable fuel content requirement. The director
shall make recommendations to the legislature and the governor on the implementation or suspension
of chapter 338, Laws of 2006 by September 1, 2007.

Credits [2006 ¢ 338 § 9, eff. July 1, 2006.]

19.112.160. Governor’s authority to suspend certain minimum renewable fuel content
requirements

The governor, by executive order, may suspend all or portions of the minimum renewable fuel content
requirements in RCW 19.112.110 or 19.112.120, or 43.19.642, based on a determination that such
requirements are temporarily technically or economically infeasible, or pose a significant risk to public
safety.

Credits [2006 ¢ 338 § 11, eff. July 1, 2006.]

19.112.170. Determination of the supply of certain fuels--Notification--Declaration concerning
the applicability of RCW 19.112.110 or 19.112.120

(1) By November 30, 2008, the director shall determine whether the state’s diesel fuel supply is
comprised of at least ten percent biodiesel made predominantly from Washington feedstock.

(2) By November 30, 2008, the director shall determine whether the state’s gasoline fuel supply is
comprised of at least twenty percent ethanol made predominantly from Washington feedstock, without
jeopardizing continued attainment of the federal clean air act’s national ambient air quality standard for
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ozone pollution.

(3) By December 1, 2008, the director shall notify the governor and the legislature of the findings in
subsections (1) and (2) of this section.

(4) If the findings from the director indicate that the goals of subsection (1) or (2) of this section, or
both, have been achieved, then the governor shall issue an executive order declaring that RCW
19.112.110 or 19.112.120, or both, are no longer applicable.

Credits [2006 ¢ 338 § 13, eff. July 1, 2006.]

19.112.180. Goals under RCW 19.112.170--Report--Executive request legislation
(1) If either or both of the goals in RCW 19.112.170 are not achieved by November 30, 2008, the
director shall monitor the state’s diesel and gasoline fuel supply until such time as those goals, or either

of them, is met.

(2) The director shall report to the governor and the legislature regarding the goals in RCW 19.112.170
by November 30th of the year in which a goal is met.

(3) Following notification under this section that a goal has been met, the governor shall prepare
executive request legislation repealing RCW 19.112.110 or 19.112.120, or both, as applicable.

Credits [2006 c 338 § 14, eff. July 1, 2006.]
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