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3 Pa. C.S. § 2311. General authority.

The department shall have authority to impose requirements and methods for the
identification of domestic animals owned, kept, possessed or transported within this
Commonwealth. The department shall authorize and record the adoption and
exclusive use of unique identification marks, numbers or devices, including
distinctive branding marks, tattoos, microchips and other forms of identification that
are affixed upon domestic animals, and shall maintain a registry of such forms of
identification. The department may establish through regulations fees for the
assignment, registry and exclusive use of forms of identification registered under this
subchapter. Any regulations developed under this section shall not conflict with
Federal regulations regarding the identification of domestic animals.

3 Pa. C.S. § 2312. Adoption of form of identification.

(a) General authority.--A domestic animal owner may adopt a brand, tattoo or
other form of identification with which to identify domestic animals owned by
such person through the procedure set forth in this subchapter. A form of
identification recorded in compliance with this subchapter shall be considered
the personal property of the person who records it. Such person shall have the
exclusive right to use this form of identification within this Commonwealth.

(b) Application, facsimile and fee.--A person desiring to adopt a form of
identification shall submit an application form, a facsimile of the form of
identification and a recording fee of $25 to the department. The department
shall provide the application form upon request. This fee may be changed by
the department through regulations.

(c) Provisional filing.--1It shall be the duty of the department to file all forms of
identification offered for recording, keeping account of the date and

chronological order of receipt, pending the review and examination ( \
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https://casetext.com/statute/pennsylvania-statutes/consolidated-statutes/title-3-pacs-agriculture/part-iv-animals-and-animal-products/chapter-23-domestic-animals/subchapter-b-identification-of-domestic-animals
https://casetext.com/statute/pennsylvania-statutes/consolidated-statutes/title-3-pacs-agriculture/part-iv-animals-and-animal-products/chapter-23-domestic-animals/subchapter-c-detection-containment-or-eradication-of-certain-diseases/section-2323-health-requirements
https://casetext.com/statute/pennsylvania-statutes/consolidated-statutes/title-3-pacs-agriculture/part-iv-animals-and-animal-products/chapter-23-domestic-animals/subchapter-g1-cervidae-livestock-operations/section-23806-keeping-and-handling-of-cervids

provided for in subsection (d). If the form of identification is subsequently
accepted for recording, ownership of the form of identification shall vest from
the date of filing.

(d) Review.--The department shall have the power to examine, approve, accept
or reject an application to record a brand, tattoo or other form of identification.
Following receipt of the required application, facsimile and fee, the department
shall, as promptly as possible, determine whether the form of identification is
of record as that of some other person and whether the form of identification
conflicts with or closely resembles that of another person. If neither of these
conditions exist, the department shall record the form of identification. If
either or both of these conditions exist, the department shall not record the
form of identification, but shall instead return the recording fee and facsimile
to the applicant.

3 Pa. C.S. § 2313. Certified copies.

(a) Issuance.--If a form of identification is recorded, the department shall
furnish its owner with two certified copies of the record of the form of
identification. Upon receipt of written evidence of the sale, assignment or
transfer of a form of identification, the department shall furnish the new owner
with two certified copies of the record of the form of identification. Additional
copies may be obtained by the payment of $15 for each copy. This fee may be
changed by the department through regulations.

(b) Filing.--Within ten days of receiving the two certified copies of the record
of the form of identification, the owner of the recorded form of identification
shall file one of the certified copies in the office of the county recorder of the
county where the owner's principal place of business is located and one copy in
each county where domestic animals bearing the recorded form of
identification are to be kept. If the form of identification had a prior owner and
the prior owner filed a certified copy in any other county, the subsequent owner
shall file a certified copy in each county in which the previous owner had filed.

3 Pa. C.S. § 2314. Brand, tattoo or other form of identification as proof of
ownership.

In all suits at law or in equity or in any criminal proceedings in which the title to
domestic animals is an issue, the certified copies recorded pursuant to section 2313
(relating to certified copies) shall be prima facie evidence of the ownership of the
domestic animal by the person in whose name the brand, tattoo or other form of
identification is recorded.

3 Pa. C.S. § 2315. Disputes in custody or ownership. ( K \
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Disputes in custody or ownership of domestic animals that bear brands, tattoos or
other forms of identification shall be investigated on request by the sheriff of the
county where the domestic animals are located. The sheriff may call upon the services
of a licensed veterinarian in reading the brands, tattoos or other forms of
identification on domestic animals. The cost of the veterinarian's services shall be
borne by the person requesting the investigation. The results of the sheriff's
investigation shall be a public record and shall be admissible in evidence.

3 Pa. C.S. § 2316. Sale or assignment of form of identification.

Any form of identification recorded pursuant to this subchapter shall be the property
of the person causing such record to be made and shall be subject to sale, assignment,
transfer, devise and descent as personal property. Instruments of writing evidencing
the sale, assignment or transfer of such form of identification shall be recorded by the
department. The fee for recording such sale, assignment or transfer shall be $5.

This fee may be changed by the department through regulations.
3 Pa. C.S. § 2317. Violations and penalty.

(a) Unauthorized brands.--It shall be unlawful for a person to use any brand for
the branding of domestic animals unless the brand has been recorded pursuant
to this subchapter or unless the use of a brand or the branding procedure is
authorized under any other provision of this chapter.

(b) Affixing forms of identification by nonowners.--It shall be unlawful for a
person to affix, attempt to affix or cause to be affixed a form of identification
upon the domestic animal of another without the owner's consent.

(c) Tampering.--It shall be unlawful for a person to efface, deface or obliterate
or attempt to efface, deface or obliterate any brand, tattoo or other form of
identification upon any domestic animal belonging to another person. It shall
be unlawful for a person to efface, deface, obliterate, conceal, remove or
attempt to remove any official domestic animal identification of the
department, the United States Department of Agriculture or any other state
department of agriculture.

(d) Form of identification of another.--It shall be unlawful for a person to affix,
attempt to affix or cause to be affixed upon any domestic animal the form of
identification of another.

(e) Other false identification.--It shall be unlawful for any person to place,
attach or use on a domestic animal, or to cause to be placed, attached or used on
a domestic animal, or to attempt to place, attach or use on a domestic animal,

any form of identification such as a brand, tattoo, tag, emblem, marking, (
microchip or other identifying mark, number or device that such person (

N/ 4

The National Agricultural Law Center NationalAgLawCenter.org | nataglaw@uark.edu



knows misrepresents the identity or health of the domestic animal, with intent
to interfere or deceive in the identification, testing, vaccinating, selling,
transfer or slaughter of the domestic animal.

(f) Penalty.--Any person who is convicted of violating any provision of this
subchapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree and may be
imprisoned for not more than two years and be fined not more than $5,000.

3 Pa. C.S. § 2318. Fees and forfeiture.

An owner of a form of identification of record shall pay the department a fee of $5 on
January 1 of every fifth year from the year in which the form of identification was
recorded with the department as that owner's property. This fee may be changed by
the department through regulations. The department shall give a receipt for all such
payments made. If an owner of a form of identification of record should fail, refuse or
neglect to pay such fee by July 1 of any year in which it is due, such form of
identification shall become forfeited and no longer carried in the record. Any such
forfeited form of identification shall not be issued to any other person within a period
of less than ten years following date of forfeiture.

3 Pa. C.S. § 2323. Health requirements.

(a) Interstate and intrastate movement of domestic animals.--The department
may establish identification and minimum health standards for the
importation or the intrastate movement of domestic animals in this
Commonwealth and may establish procedures for certification of the health
status of domestic animals imported into or transported within this
Commonwealth. If the department shall suspect the genuineness of any health
certificate or official disease test report relating to domestic animals or shall
question the competency of the person who shall have issued such report or
certificate, the department may decline to accept the same and may refuse to
permit the importation or intrastate movement of the domestic animals
concerned unless a certificate or report is furnished from the proper inspector
of the state or country of origin or USDA-APHIS-VS or unless the department
shall otherwise determine.

(b) Violations.--

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly, recklessly or
negligently import or bring into this Commonwealth without the written
permission of the department any domestic animal that is contaminated

with a hazardous substance or that is infected with or that has been

exposed to any transmissible disease.
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(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly, recklessly or
negligently import or bring into this Commonwealth any domestic
animal in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter, an order
entered under authority of this chapter or any attendant regulation to
prevent the introduction of any transmissible disease.

(3) It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly, recklessly or
negligently receive or keep or have in his keeping or possession any
domestic animal imported, brought into or transported within this
Commonwealth in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter or to
allow any such domestic animal to come into contact with any other
domestic animal.

(c) Authority to remove or slaughter.--Whenever any domestic animal is
imported into this Commonwealth or transported within this Commonwealth
in violation of this chapter, the department shall have authority to cause such
domestic animal to be removed from this Commonwealth or the domestic
animal removed directly to slaughter or destroyed without indemnity.

3 Pa. C.S. § 2380.6. Keeping and handling of cervids.

(a) Pens and enclosures.--The department shall adopt regulations concerning
the type of pens and enclosures used for Cervidae livestock operations.
Regulations shall ensure all of the following apply:

(1) The fenced enclosure surrounds the outside perimeter of the
operation and is designed to protect the public and confine the privately
owned cervids. Regulations under this paragraph may require a fence
height of not greater than ten feet from the ground to the top.

(2) The premises is adequate to provide for the health and comfort of the
cervids.

(b) Marking cervids contained at Cervidae livestock operations.--A person may
not transfer possession of a cervid unless that cervid is marked by both of the
following:

(1) At least one permanent unique identifier, such as a legible tattoo,
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved ear tag, breed
registration or other department-approved identification method. If a
microchip is used, the cervid owner must provide the necessary reader.

(2) At least one temporary identifier.

(c) Live Cervidae.--Cervids may be brought onto the premises through .

interstate or intrastate commerce and may be removed from the ( \
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premises or relocated to another premises in a manner consistent with this
chapter and regulations promulgated by the department. On delivery of a live
cervid, the Cervidae livestock operation shall prepare and deliver to the shipper,
purchaser or consignee a receipt, detailed invoice or consignment document
including the date, name and address of purchaser or person to whom sold or
consigned, the quantity, sex and species of the cervid and the name and address
of the Cervidae livestock operation.

(d) Dead Cervidae.--Cervids and cervid products may be removed from the
premises or relocated to another premises in a manner consistent with this
chapter and regulations promulgated by the department. Prior to delivery and
removal from the Cervidae livestock operation premises, the Cervidae livestock
operation shall place the dead cervid or part of a cervid in a package or
container or shall attach a label to it. The package, container or label shall have
printed upon it the name, address and telephone number of the Cervidae
livestock operation who produced the cervid. The Cervidae livestock operation
shall also issue a receipt, detailed invoice or consignment document including
the date of shipment or sale, the name of the shipper, purchaser or consignee,
the quantity and sex and species of the cervid so shipped or sold and the name
and address and license number of the Cervidae livestock operation shipping,
consigning or selling cervids. A dead cervid produced under the authority of the
Cervidae livestock operation may not be removed from its package or container
or have removed from it the label provided for in this subsection until final
consumption or disposal.

(e) Receipt for shipping cervids.--Each shipment of cervids living or dead or
parts of cervids raised or held on a Cervidae livestock operation shall be
accompanied by a receipt, detailed invoice or consignment document issued by
the Cervidae livestock operation describing the shipment and stating the origin
of the shipment, date, what is being shipped, destination and any other
information required by the department. The receipt, detailed invoice or
consignment document shall be available for examination during normal
business hours until the shipment reaches its final destination, at which time it
becomes part of the consignee's record. The consignee's record shall be
retained for three years.

(f) Records.--A Cervidae livestock operation shall maintain records of
acquisitions and disposals of cervids as well as cervids born and slaughtered on
the premises. Records shall be in ink, written in English, and include the full
name and address of the person with whom a transaction is conducted. Records
shall be available for inspection at reasonable hours. Entries shall be made on
the day of transaction. The records shall be kept for three years and shall -

be the basis of any reports required by the department. \
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(g) Importation.--Before importing a cervid, the licensee must first obtain an
importation permit from the department. An application for an importation
permit must state the name and address of the applicant, name and address of
the person supplying the cervid, common and scientific name and number of
cervids to be covered by the permit, purpose for which the cervid is being
imported, qualifications of the applicant to use the cervid for the stated
purpose and the location where the cervid will be housed or retained. The
application must be received by the department at least ten days prior to the
proposed import date. If the cervid is to be purchased at auction, the name and
address of the person supplying the cervid and number of cervids purchased
shall be reported to the department by telephone, fax or electronic means on
the date of purchase. The permittee must receive a confirmation number before
the animal is imported. A copy of the completed permit shall be forwarded to
the permittee.
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