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States’ Animal Identification Statutes: New Mexico 
 

N.M. Stat. Ch. 77 Art 2, Sec 7 (7.1-7.12)  
N.M. Stat. § 77-3-11 

N.M. Stat. Ch. 77 Art. 8 
N.M. Stat.Ch. 77 Art. 9 

 
Current through chapters effective July 1, 2024 of the 2024 Second Regular Session of the 56th 
Legislature (2023). The Second Regular Session convened January 16, 2024 and adjourned February 
15, 2024. 
 
N.M. Stat. § 77-2-7.1. Brands; subject to change in ownership; fees for 
transfer. 

Brands recorded in accordance with the provisions of Section 77-9-10 [77-2-7.4] 
NMSA 1978 are personal property of the person in whose name they are recorded. 
Ownership may be transferred in the same manner as other personal property. The fee 
for recording a transfer of ownership with the director of the New Mexico livestock 
board shall be a sum fixed by the board not to exceed the amount prescribed by law. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-2-7.2. Registration of brands and marks; board. 

Except as otherwise authorized by the board, the board is the sole authority for the 
registration of brands, marks or electronic identification on livestock in this state. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-2-7.3. Brand books. 

The board shall keep a suitable record of all registered brands, marks and electronic 
identification used for the identification of livestock in this state. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-2-7.4. Recording before use; recording fee; conflicting 
brands. 

 A. A brand shall not be used until recorded. A facsimile of the brand and a 
 recording fee fixed by the board shall be forwarded to the director. One certified 
 copy of the recorded brand shall be furnished to the owner of the brand by the 
 director when the brand is recorded. 

https://casetext.com/statute/new-mexico-statutes-1978/chapter-77-animals-and-livestock/article-2-livestock-board
https://casetext.com/statute/new-mexico-statutes-1978/chapter-77-animals-and-livestock/article-3-control-of-contagious-diseases/section-77-3-11-marking-or-branding-of-cattle-and-bison-found-infected-with-tuberculosis-or-bangs-disease
https://casetext.com/statute/new-mexico-statutes-1978/chapter-77-animals-and-livestock/article-8-sheep
https://casetext.com/statute/new-mexico-statutes-1978/chapter-77-animals-and-livestock/article-9-brands-ownership-transportation-and-sale-of-animals
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 B. The director shall immediately record the brand unless it has been recorded 
 previously or conflicts with a prior recorded brand. In that event, the director 
 shall return the facsimile unrecorded and charge a fee for the research. 

 C. Additional certified copies of brands recorded may be obtained from the 
 director by the payment of a fee to be fixed by the board in a sum not to exceed 
 the amount prescribed by law. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-2-7.5. Fees; disposition. 

The fees for recording or researching brands and for furnishing certified copies of the 
recording or research shall be placed to the credit of the New Mexico livestock board 
interim receipts and disbursements fund. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-2-7.6. Brand book. 

The director shall publish a brand book in which shall be given a facsimile or copy of 
all brands recorded in the office of the board, together with the owner's name and 
address. The board may publish if it deems best to do so a limited number of brand 
books in addition to the number required by the provisions of this section and to sell 
them for such price as the board considers reasonable and proper. The price shall not 
be less than the actual cost. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-2-7.7. More than one brand unlawful; exceptions; penalty. 

 A. It is unlawful for an owner of livestock in originally marking or branding 
 livestock to make use of or keep up more than one mark or brand; provided that 
 an owner may own and possess livestock in different marks or brands if they 
 were acquired by him by purchase or other lawful manner and evidenced by a 
 bill of sale from the previous owner of the livestock having such brands or from 
 the heirs, executors, administrators or legal representatives of the owner. 
 Livestock so acquired shall be branded or marked as provided in The Livestock 
 Code by and with the recorded brand or mark of the person acquiring the 
 livestock. It is lawful for the purpose of identification during the pendency of a 
 mortgage or lien to brand the increase of the branded livestock in the recorded 
 brand designated in the mortgage or lien. 

 B. A brand shall not be altered by placing another brand on it or in the same 
 location. 

 C. A person who unlawfully brands livestock contrary to the provisions of The 
 Livestock Code is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be 
 punished in accordance with the provisions of Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978 for 
 each offense. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-2-7.8. Brands of minors. 
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Minors owning livestock separate from that of the parent or guardian may have a 
mark or brand, which shall be recorded in accordance with the requirement of The 
Livestock Code, but the parent or guardian shall be responsible for the proper use of 
the mark or brand by any minor. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-2-7.9. Filing of facsimile; designation of brands; holding 
brand renewal and fee; branding increase; offenses; penalty. 

An owner of livestock desiring to use in branding a brand not already recorded in the 
office of the board shall file with the director a facsimile of the desired brand. The 
owner may record the desired brands as holding brands upon livestock so owned upon 
furnishing to the director a full description as to the number, class and locality of all 
livestock branded with the holding brand. A recorded holding brand may be used also 
on a show animal. A fee shall be charged for the recording of a holding brand, which 
recording shall be valid for a period of one year or until the described livestock depart 
the state, whichever comes first. The recording may be renewed for additional years 
by the payment of a fee at each yearly renewal; provided that it is unlawful for the 
owner to brand the increase of such livestock in any other brand than the recorded 
brand of the owner except in the case of mortgaged livestock as provided in Section 
77-9-14 NMSA 1978, as recompiled [77-2-7.7 NMSA 1978]. A person who violates the 
provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be 
sentenced in accordance with the provisions of Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978 for each 
offense. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-2-7.10. Brands; board may reject. 

The board shall have the power to reject any brand offered for record under the 
provisions of Section 77-9-16 [77-2-7.9] NMSA 1978 when upon satisfactory 
evidence it is shown to the board that the same is offered for or is of such character 
that may be used for malicious or deceptive purposes or is not in conformity with the 
provisions of Section 77-9-16 [77-2-7.9] NMSA 1978. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-2-7.11. Brand; priority of right to. 

The time of record of any brand by the owner in the county wherein the brand was 
originally recorded before the creation of the board shall determine the priority of 
right and property in the brand and not the time of filing with the board, provided the 
brand has been continuously used from the date of original record. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-2-7.12. Re-recording of brands; notice; publication; fee. 

 A. The board shall cause all brands now on record to be re-recorded whenever 
 the board deems necessary to clear records of unused brands. For this purpose, 
 the board shall mail a notice, addressed to each owner of a brand now of 
 record with the board at the current address shown on the brand record, 
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 requiring the owners of brands to file with the director any brand being on 
 record to the owners. In addition to this notice, the board shall publish in either 
 English or Spanish or both in at least one newspaper in each county in this state 
 where there is a newspaper a copy of the notice to re-record. The publication 
 shall continue for at least four consecutive weeks. 

 B. Within three months from the date of the first publication of the notice to re-
 record, owners of brands of record in the office of the board shall file with the 
 director the brands in actual use and recorded by them and pay the re-
 recording fee. The fees shall be deposited in the proper fund of the board. Re-
 recording shall not be required more often than once in a three-year period. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-3-11. Marking or branding of cattle and bison found infected 
with tuberculosis or Bang’s disease. 

Whenever cattle or bison within this state are tested for tuberculosis or Bang's disease 
by the board or its agents or employees or by an authorized agent or employee of the 
United States department of agriculture animal and plant health inspection service, if 
an animal so tested is found to have a positive reaction to such tests, it shall be 
permanently marked or branded according to the requirements of the board by the 
owner or his agent. The type of mark or brand to be used shall be designated by the 
board, and an animal shall be marked or branded immediately upon instructions from 
the board. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-1. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-2. Quarantine; treatment. 

Sheep or goats afflicted with or exposed to a disease shall be immediately placed 
under quarantine under the supervision of a veterinarian or inspector in conformity 
with the rules of the board. The sheep or goats shall not be moved from the quarantine 
area except under the supervision of a veterinarian or inspector until a veterinarian 
declares them to be free of disease or until the board otherwise grants permission for 
the moving of the sheep or goats. The sheep or goats shall be treated under the 
direction of a veterinarian or inspector at once and thereafter as often as necessary 
until they are declared free of the disease by a veterinarian or inspector. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-3. Importation; notice; inspection; fees. 

 A. A person intending to bring sheep or goats into the state from another 
 country or state shall give notice of his intention to the director by certified 
 letter or delivery in person or by telephone to the director or other authorized 
 official of the board so that the notice is received prior to the proposed day of 
 entry. The notice shall state the number of head, the date and place the 
 sheep or goats will be loaded and their destination. The director shall 
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 then issue a permit for entry of the sheep or goats into the state, stating in the 
 permit the applicable board rules to be complied with before or after entry into 
 the state. 

 B. The shipment shall be accompanied by a health certificate issued by a federal 
 or state inspector or authorized veterinarian that the sheep or goats are healthy 
 and free from disease. On arrival, the owner or person in charge of the sheep or 
 goats shall not commingle the imported sheep or goats or release them to 
 pasture until the inspector examines the sheep or goats as to their sanitary 
 condition and inspects and makes a record of all the marks and brands on the 
 sheep or goats, which record shall be forwarded to the board office and used for 
 future reference. The inspector shall issue the owner or person in charge of the 
 sheep or goats a copy of the brand inspection certificate if the inspector is 
 satisfied all requirements have been met. 

 C. An inspection fee to be fixed by the board shall be charged and paid by the 
 owner or person in charge of the sheep or goats to the board and received by the 
 inspector for the inspection and certificates. If the inspector suspects that the 
 sheep or goats are infected with a disease or finds that the owner or person in 
 charge has not met the entry requirements, the inspector shall require the 
 owner or the person in charge to comply with the provisions of Section 77-8-2 
 NMSA 1978 or other applicable statutes and rules. The provisions of this section 
 shall not apply to sheep or goats loaded on transport vehicles that are being 
 transported from some country or state to another country or state through 
 New Mexico if the sheep or goats are not to be unloaded in this state except in 
 approved rest stations or other quarantine pens for the purpose of feeding and 
 watering the sheep or goats for a period of time not to exceed twenty-four 
 hours. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-4. Sheep imported without inspection; inspection. 

When any inspector learns that sheep have been brought into the state without first 
having been inspected as provided in Section 12 [77-8-3 NMSA 1978], he shall 
immediately inspect the sheep as provided in said section. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-5. Infected sheep or goats; notice to board. 

A person who owns or has under his control sheep or goats that have been exposed to 
or infected with a reportable disease shall forthwith report such fact to the director. A 
veterinarian shall be immediately dispatched to examine the sheep or goats and, if 
found to be so exposed or infected, the veterinarian or inspector shall follow the 
quarantine and treating provisions set forth in Section 77-8-2 NMSA 1978. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-6. [Repealed]. 
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N.M. Stat. § 77-8-7. Exportation; notice; inspection and permit fees; penalty. 

 A. A person intending to ship sheep or goats beyond the limits of the district or 
 the limits of the state shall give notice of his intention to the director or to the 
 inspector for his district by certified letter or by delivery in person or by 
 telephone to the director or inspector so that the notice is received in a 
 reasonable time previous to the proposed date of shipment. The notice shall 
 state the date and place that the sheep or goats will be loaded and destination of 
 the sheep or goats. The board may require an inspector to inspect the sheep or 
 goats as to their sanitary conditions and make a record of all the marks and 
 brands upon the sheep or goats or the board may provide by rule an alternate 
 means of allowing the movement of sheep or goats. The inspector shall not 
 allow sheep or goats bearing any of the marks declared by the law of this state 
 to be unlawful to be shipped except under express authority of the board. The 
 inspector shall also require each person shipping sheep or goats to exhibit a bill 
 of sale executed as provided by Section 77-8-15 NMSA 1978 or authority in 
 writing to ship the sheep or goats from the recorded owner of all marks and 
 brands upon the sheep or goats unless the person is himself the recorded owner 
 of the marks and brands. 

 B. The inspector shall issue to the shipper a New Mexico livestock board form-1 
 certificate of inspection or other document or permit approved by the board if 
 he is fully satisfied that the sheep or goats are free from disease and that the 
 person shipping has rightful ownership of the sheep or goats as evidenced by 
 the brands or marks and bill of sale or has complied with the board's alternative 
 method as provided for in this section and all other applicable rules of the 
 board. This certificate or permit shall authorize the shipping of the sheep and 
 goats out of the state. 

 C. A fee to be fixed by the board in a sum not to exceed the amount prescribed 
 by law shall be charged for the inspection and certificates, and the inspector 
 shall refuse to issue the certificates until he has been paid the fee. The board 
 shall charge a fee not to exceed the amount prescribed by law for issuing the 
 permits allowed in this section in lieu of inspection. The inspector shall make a 
 report to the director after each inspection of any matters contained in this 
 section that may be required of him by the director. 

 D. A person who knowingly ships sheep or goats from one district to another 
 district without an inspection certificate is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 
 sentenced in accordance with the provisions of Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978. A 
 person who knowingly ships sheep or goats outside the state without an 
 inspection certificate is guilty of a fourth degree felony and shall be 
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 sentenced in accordance with the provisions of Section 31-18-15 NMSA 1978. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-8 to 77-8-9. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-10. Recording or rerecording by person with lien or 
interest. 

Any person having a lien or interest in any sheep may cause the mark or brand 
appearing on said sheep to be recorded or rerecorded in the name of the owner 
provided he follows the recording or rerecording procedure set forth in this act [77-8-
1 to 77-8-19 NMSA 1978]. The secretary [executive director] shall mail a certificate of 
mark to the owner and a duplicate copy of the certificate to the person having a lien or 
interest in the sheep. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-11. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-12. Effect of cancellation or new award to one claiming 
interest; amending original instrument. 

The cancellation of an existing mark or brand of a sheep owner shall in no way affect a 
lien on or interest in any sheep claimed by a third person, and as to such third person 
a cancellation shall not be deemed to have taken place. Where a new or different brand 
is awarded the owner, such interested third person or lien holder may have the 
instrument on which he bases his lien amended so as to show the date the new mark 
or brand was awarded, a description or facsimile of such new mark or brand and the 
sheep affected by such new mark or brand. Such amended instrument must be signed 
and acknowledged in the same manner as the original instrument to give it the force 
and effect of the original instrument, and recorded, where required by law, in order to 
give constructive notice. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-13. Evidential value of mark or brand records. 

A certified copy of the records of the board relating to any mark or brand shall be 
accepted in all courts of this state as prima facie evidence of the ownership of sheep 
bearing the same. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-14. Altering marks or brands. 

No person shall alter the mark or brand on his or any other sheep or goats, without 
first having secured written permission from the director and unless an inspector is 
present to supervise the alteration. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-15. Bills of sale; evidence of larceny. 

 A. A duly executed bill of sale is an instrument in writing by which the 
 owner or his authorized agent transfers to the buyer the title to the sheep 
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 or goat described in the bill of sale and guarantees to defend the title against all 
 lawful claims. It shall fully describe in detail the sheep or goat, and such 
 description shall include marks, brands and all other identification. The bill of 
 sale shall be executed the day of the transaction. 

 B. A purchase sheet properly executed by a licensed livestock auction market 
 constitutes a valid bill of sale. 

 C. A registration certificate issued by a recognized pure-bred association, 
 properly identifying the animal and properly acknowledged by the secretary of 
 the association, may be used as proof of ownership. 

 D. An inspection certificate executed as a bill of sale and certified by inspector 
 may be used as proof of ownership. 

 E. A person shall not sell or buy sheep or goats unless a bill of sale is provided. 
 The possession by a person of sheep or goats having any mark or brand not his 
 recorded mark or brand unless he has a bill of sale or authority in writing to 
 possess or sell such sheep or goats shall be taken as prima facie evidence that 
 he committed larceny of the sheep or goats and shall be sufficient for his 
 conviction of larceny unless the evidence shows his innocence. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-16. Report of estray sheep or goats; sale. 

A person finding estray sheep or goats shall immediately report them to an inspector 
or the director and deliver them to an inspector upon demand. If the mark or brand on 
the sheep or goat is recorded in the board office, the director shall notify the owner of 
record and make arrangements to deliver the sheep or goats to the owner of record if 
he is the actual owner. If the owner of record no longer owns the sheep or goats, the 
director shall deliver them to the subsequent purchaser who can prove ownership with 
a valid bill of sale. In either case, delivery shall be conditioned upon payment by the 
claimant of all costs incurred in keeping the sheep or goats and such other expenses as 
may have been necessarily incurred. If the owner cannot be ascertained after diligent 
inquiry, the director shall order an inspector to sell them to the person paying the 
highest cash price for them after giving general or special notice or advertising as the 
director deems necessary under the circumstances. The money arising from the sale 
shall be used first to defray the costs and expenses in keeping and advertising the 
sheep or goats and those incurred in the sale. The residue, if any, shall be placed in the 
board fund; provided, however, that if at any time within two years after the sale any 
person shall prove ownership of the sheep or goats at the time they became lost, the 
residue shall be paid to him. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-17. Enforcement of provisions; recovery of costs and 
expenses. 
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Upon the failure or refusal of any owner or person in charge of sheep to comply with 
the provisions of Sections 11, 12, 14, 16, or 18 [77-8-2, 77-8-3, 77-8-5, 77-8-7 NMSA 
1978] of this act or rules and regulations made in pursuance thereof, the inspector 
shall summarily take custody of and hold the sheep involved in the violation of said 
sections or rules and regulations until said provisions are complied with or until there 
is a determination of any legal proceedings brought under said sections. The board 
shall bring legal proceedings against any violator who after reasonable notice still 
refuses to comply with these provisions for the enforcement of these provisions or for 
the costs and expenses incurred in holding the sheep and of bringing said legal 
proceedings, or for both purposes. In these proceedings no bond shall be required 
from the board. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-18. Penalties. 

A person who violates the provisions of Section 77-8-2, 77-8-3, 77-8-14 or 77-8-22 
NMSA 1978 or rules adopted pursuant to any of those sections is guilty of a 
misdemeanor for each head and, upon conviction shall be sentenced in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-19. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-20. Commuting sheep or goats; fees. 

 A. For the purpose of this section, "commuting sheep or goats" means sheep or 
 goats that are transferred from New Mexico to some other state with which 
 New Mexico shares a common boundary and back again or from some other 
 state that shares a common boundary with New Mexico, to New Mexico and 
 back again: 

  (1) during any twelve-month period; 

  (2) by one owner; and 

  (3) for the purpose of seasonal grazing, breeding, lambing or kidding on  
  lands owned or leased by that owner in the course of his normal   
  operations in each of the two states. 

 B. Owners of commuting sheep or goats shall have them inspected for each 
 movement but shall pay the inspection fees for transporting commuting sheep 
 or goats only once in any twelve-month period. For subsequent movements in a 
 twelve-month period, the owner shall pay the inspection fees on those sheep or 
 goats over the number involved in the first movement. If the owner of 
 commuting sheep or goats transports them for a purpose other than regular 
 commuting they shall, at that time, lose their special character of 
 commuting sheep or goats and be subject to the fees normally required 
 by law. 
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N.M. Stat. § 77-8-21. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-8-22. Necessity of branding or marking sheep and goats. 

 A. A person owning sheep or goats shall have and adopt a brand for them except 
 for registered sheep or goats that are properly identified by legible tattoos and 
 whose owner has been issued a certificate of brand exemption for his flock by 
 the board. The brand shall be applied by any method approved by the board. 
 Each brand shall be recorded in the office of the board. The board may provide 
 for the use of a mark in lieu of the owner's brand if the mark is recorded in 
 conjunction with the brand. 

 B. Unbranded or unmarked sheep or goats, except offspring with a branded or 
 marked mother, shall be subject to seizure by a peace officer or inspector and 
 shall be handled and disposed of in the same manner as is provided for the 
 handling and disposal of estrays. 

 C. Sheep or goats that are purchased shall be rebranded or remarked by the new 
 owner with his recorded brand or mark within thirty days of the purchase date 
 unless he is given special permission by the board or the former owner to use 
 the former owner's recorded brand or mark on the sheep or goats. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-1. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-1.1. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-2. Earmarks; cutting; penalty. 

Any person, firm or corporation of this state may adopt and use an earmark, and such 
earmark shall be taken in evidence in connection with owner's recorded brand in all 
suits at law or in equity in which the title to stock is involved. Such earmark shall be 
made by cutting and shaping the ear or ears of the animal so marked, but in no case 
shall the person so marking the animal cut off more than one-half of the ear so 
marked, neither shall anyone mark by cutting an ear on both sides to a point. Any 
person, firm or corporation who violates this section shall be guilty of a petty 
misdemeanor. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-3. Necessity of brand; rebranding required; exceptions. 

 A. A person who owns livestock shall have and adopt a brand for them. The 
 brand shall be applied with a hot iron on each animal except registered 
 livestock that are properly identified by a legible tattoo and whose owner has 
 been issued a certificate of brand exemption for the owner's herd by the board. 
 Each brand shall be recorded in the office of the board. 
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 B. Goats or sheep are not required to be branded with a hot iron. Goats or sheep 
 may be identified by a legible tattoo, paint brand or other device as approved by 
 the board. 

 C. Unbranded livestock, except offspring with a branded mother or offspring 
 with a mother properly identified as provided in Subsection G of this section, 
 shall be subject to seizure by a peace officer or livestock inspector and shall be 
 handled and disposed of in the same manner as is provided for the handling 
 and disposal of estrays. 

 D. Livestock that are purchased shall be rebranded by the new owner with the 
 new owner's recorded brand within thirty days, except as provided in Section 
 77-9-4 NMSA 1978. 

 E. Subsection A of this section shall not apply to a person owning horses, mules 
 or asses who has been issued a transportation permit as provided in Section 77-
 9-42 NMSA 1978 or who has a registration certificate for an animal from a 
 recognized breed association or to any person owning horses, mules or asses 
 that have been identified by a freeze mark or a freeze brand recorded with the 
 board. Freeze branding or freeze mark identification requires an iron, first 
 submerged in a bath of liquid nitrogen, to be applied on each animal, resulting 
 in a permanent loss of color in the hair or cessation of hair growth where the 
 brand or mark has been applied. 

 F. This section does not apply to bison, swine, poultry, ratites, ostriches, emus, 
 rheas, camelids and farmed cervidae. 

 G. This section does not apply to a person who owns cattle in confinement at a 
 dairy or feedlot and who has elected to identify the cattle by an alternative 
 means approved by the board for cattle held in those facilities. If cattle held in 
 confinement and identified in accordance with this subsection are removed 
 from confinement and otherwise held in the state, the provisions of Subsection 
 A of this section shall be met prior to removal, unless the cattle are being 
 delivered to an approved auction. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-4. Penalty for failure to brand or rebrand; certain sales 
prohibited. 

 A. All livestock required to be branded pursuant to the provisions of Section 77-
 9-3 NMSA 1978 shall bear the identical and complete brand recorded in the 
 name of the present owner with the board or, in the alternative, the livestock 
 shall bear the identical and complete brand of a former owner as recorded with 
 the board, in which case, the livestock shall be accompanied by a bill of sale 
 from the former owner to the person claiming to be the present owner, 
 which bill of sale meets the requirements of Section 77-9-22 NMSA 1978. 
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 B. The bill of sale shall contain a written statement by the former owner 
 granting permission to the present owner to use the recorded brand appearing 
 on the livestock, listed in the bill of sale and filed with the board; otherwise the  
 livestock shall be rebranded within thirty days from the date of purchase. 

 C. A person shall not sell, buy or receive any livestock in the state unless the 
 livestock is branded or has other means of identification acceptable to the 
 board except livestock directly imported from another state. Except as provided 
 in Section 77-9-16 NMSA 1978, as recompiled [77-2-7.9 NMSA 1978], all 
 livestock shall be branded with a New Mexico brand within thirty days of entry 
 into the state. 

 D. A person who violates the provisions of either Section 77-9-3 NMSA 1978 or 
 this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be sentenced 
 in accordance with Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978 for each head. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-5. Brands of livestock; recording; evidence of ownership. 

No brands of livestock except those recorded pursuant to the provisions of The 
Livestock Code [Chapter 77, Articles 2 to 18 NMSA 1978] and are peeled shall be 
recognized in law as evidence of ownership of the livestock upon which the brand is 
used unless the owner has other means of identification, including freeze brands and 
freeze mark identification, that is recognized as evidence of ownership for horses, 
mules or asses. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-6 to 77-9-20. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-21. Bills of sale; necessity and presumptions; definition of 
livestock. 

 A. No person shall buy, receive, sell, dispose of or have in his possession any 
 livestock in this state unless the person selling or disposing of such livestock 
 gives and the person buying or receiving such livestock takes a written bill of 
 sale giving the number, kind, marks and brand of each animal sold which meets 
 the requirements of Section 77-9-22 NMSA 1978. 

 B. The possession of livestock without having a written bill of sale meeting the 
 requirements of Section 77-9-22 NMSA 1978 is prima facie evidence of illegal 
 possession against any person charged with theft, unlawful possession, 
 handling, driving or killing any livestock. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-22. Bills of sale; requirements; evidence of larceny. 

 A. A duly executed bill of sale is an instrument in writing by which the owner or 
 his authorized agent transfers to the buyer the title to livestock described 
 in the bill of sale and guarantees to defend the title against all lawful 
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 claims. It shall fully describe in detail the livestock, and such description shall 
 include marks, brands and all other identification. 

 B. The bill of sale shall be executed the day of the transaction. 

 C. A purchase sheet properly executed by a licensed livestock auction market 
 constitutes a valid bill of sale. 

 D. A registration certificate issued by a recognized pure-bred association, 
 properly identifying the animal and properly acknowledged by the secretary of 
 the association, may be used as proof of ownership. 

 E. An inspection certificate executed as a bill of sale and certified by an  
 inspector may be used as proof of ownership. 

 F. The possession by any person of livestock having a brand not his recorded 
 brand unless he has a bill of sale or authority in writing to possess or sell the 
 livestock shall be take [taken] as prima facie evidence that he committed  
 larceny of the livestock except in instances where stray or injured animals are 
 inadvertently impounded and shall be sufficient for his conviction of larceny 
 unless the evidence shows his innocence. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-23. Bill of sale of livestock; duty to exhibit; violation; 
penalty. 

 A. A person who has purchased or received or has in his possession any 
 livestock either for himself or another shall exhibit the bill of sale for the 
 livestock at the reasonable request of an inspector or other peace officer. A 
 person who fails to produce the bill of sale required in Section 77-9-21 NMSA 
 1978 or who is unable to exhibit other written evidence of ownership or legal 
 possession is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be sentenced in accordance 
 with the provisions of Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978. 

 B. A person who has purchased or received or has in his possession any 
 livestock either for himself or another and who cannot produce proof of 
 ownership as required by Subsection A of this section shall have the livestock 
 impounded. If sufficient proof of ownership has not been established to the 
 satisfaction of the board within fifteen days of the impoundment, the 
 impounded livestock will be handled and disposed of in the same manner as 
 provided for the handling and disposal of estrays. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-24. Failure to exhibit; knowledge, intent, purpose and 
motive to be presumed. 

The provisions of the last two sections shall be liberally construed in favor of 
the people, and in order to convict of any offense made punishable in said 
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sections it shall not be necessary for the prosecution to prove knowledge, intent, 
purpose or motive on the part of the accused, but such knowledge, intent, purpose and 
motive may be presumed when the wrongful act of the accused has been shown, and 
shall justify a conviction, unless the testimony in the case shall satisfactorily show the 
good faith and innocent purpose of the accused. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-25. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-26. Sale by person not brand owner; bill of sale. 

A person in this state who sells, transfers or delivers to another person in this state 
any livestock that is not branded or marked with the brand or mark of the person 
selling, transferring or delivering the livestock shall deliver to the person buying or 
receiving the livestock a bill of sale showing from whom the livestock was received as 
provided in Section 77-9-22 NMSA 1978. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-27. Violation; penalty. 

A person who violates the provisions of Section 77-9-26 NMSA 1978 is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be sentenced in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978 for each head in offense. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-28. Importation of livestock; permit required; penalty. 

 A. A person who brings livestock into this state by any manner or causing them 
 to be brought in shall, before doing so, obtain a permit from the board or its 
 authorized representative. The permit shall contain a list of all the 
 requirements of the board to be complied with before the livestock can be 
 brought into the state and shall also stipulate any requirements of further tests 
 of the livestock for disease after the livestock are within the state if required by 
 the board. The permit shall accompany the livestock at the time they enter the 
 state, and the requirements set forth in the permit as to tests for diseases or 
 otherwise shall be complied with in every particular before the livestock are 
 permitted to enter. The owner or his agent shall make application to the proper 
 inspector to inspect the imported livestock. The imported livestock shall not be 
 commingled or released to pasture without inspection, except as authorized by 
 the inspector. 

 B. No prior permits are required for livestock transported directly to 
 international import receiving facilities that are inspected for health of 
 livestock contained in the facilities by the United States department of 
 agriculture or other agency of the United States. Livestock entering at these 
 facilities from a foreign country shall be inspected by an inspector. 
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 C. A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a 
 misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished in accordance with the 
 provisions of Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978 for each head in offense. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-29. Inspection rules. 

In the exercise of the powers and performance of the duties conferred and prescribed 
by Sections 77-9-30 through 77-9-36 NMSA 1978 [repealed], the board shall make all 
necessary rules respecting the inspection of livestock intended for shipment or to be 
driven from a district or beyond the limits of this state and also respecting the 
inspection of hides and slaughterhouses in this state. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-30. Exported livestock; inspection of brands and ear marks; 
record. 

The board shall cause the brands and ear marks upon livestock shipped or driven from 
a district or out of this state to be inspected and a true and correct record of the result 
of such inspections to be kept in the office of the director for three years. The record 
shall set forth the date of the inspection; the place where and the person by whom 
made; the name and current address of the owner, shipper or claimant of the livestock 
inspected or the names and current addresses of all persons in charge of the livestock 
at the time of the inspection; the destination of the livestock; a list of all brands and 
ear marks upon the livestock inspected; and the number and classification of the 
livestock. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-31. Export livestock to be inspected; penalties. 

 A. A person shipping or driving or receiving for shipment or driving any 
 livestock from a district or out of this state shall hold the livestock for 
 inspection as provided by law, and it is unlawful for any person to ship, drive or 
 in any manner remove beyond the boundaries of the district or this state any 
 livestock until they have been inspected except as provided in Section 77-9-42 
 NMSA 1978. 

 B. A person who knowingly ships, drives or receives for shipment or driving 
 livestock from one district to another without an inspection is guilty of a 
 misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be sentenced in accordance with the 
 provisions of Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978. 

 C. A person who knowingly ships or drives or receives for shipment or driving 
 livestock out of state without an inspection is guilty of a fourth degree felony 
 and upon conviction shall be sentenced in accordance with the provisions of 
 Section 31-18-15 NMSA 1978. 
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N.M. Stat. § 77-9-32. Inspection of livestock for export; application; place; 
payment for delay. 

A person or his agent having in his charge livestock destined for transportation or to 
be driven beyond the limits of the district or out of this state shall make application to 
the proper inspector to inspect the livestock, stating in the application the time the 
livestock will be ready for inspection. An inspector shall inspect the livestock at a 
location to be designated by the board, make the record and give the certificate 
required by law to the owner of the livestock; provided that in the case of livestock 
transported out of this state, the place of inspection shall be at some stockyards or 
other convenient place near the proposed point of shipment of the livestock from the 
state. If the owner or person in charge of the livestock causes any unreasonable delay 
or loss of time to an inspector, the owner or person in charge of the livestock shall pay 
the expenses and salary of the inspector during the delay or loss of time. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-33. Inspection of exported livestock; report; inspection of 
slaughterhouses; penalty. 

Every inspector shall be an inspector of brands and ear marks and also an inspector of 
hides and slaughterhouses, and it is the duty of the inspectors to inspect the brands 
and ear marks of all livestock transported or driven from a district or out of this state 
and to make a sworn report to the director of the result of such inspection at least 
once every thirty days and more often if, in the opinion of the board, it is necessary. 
Every slaughterhouse in this state shall be carefully inspected by the inspectors, and 
all hides found in slaughterhouses shall be carefully compared with the records of the 
slaughterhouses and a report in writing setting forth the number of livestock killed at 
the slaughterhouse since the last inspection, the names of the persons for whom each 
of the livestock were slaughtered, the brands and marks upon each hide and any 
information that may be obtained touching the violation by the owner of any 
slaughterhouse, or any other person, of any of the provisions of Sections77-17-9 and 
77-17-10 NMSA 1978. For the purpose of making an inspection, an inspector has the 
right to enter in the day or night any slaughterhouse or other place where livestock are 
killed in this state and to carefully examine the premises and all books and records 
required by law to be kept on the premises and to compare the hides found with the 
records. A person who hinders or obstructs or attempts to hinder or obstruct an 
inspector in the performance of any of the duties required of him by law is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and on conviction shall be sentenced in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978 for each offense. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-34. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-35. Offense by inspectors; penalty. 
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Any inspector employed by the board who knowingly makes any false certificate or 
who knowingly swears falsely as to the truth of any report made by him to the 
executive director of the board or who accepts any bribe or compensation for the 
performance or failure to perform any of the duties prescribed by law, except such 
compensation as may be paid him by the board, shall upon conviction thereof be fined 
in any sum not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisoned in the state 
penitentiary not exceeding five years at the discretion of the court. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-36, 77-9-37. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-38. Inspection fees; lien; record. 

There shall be a fee for the inspection of livestock to be fixed by the board not to 
exceed the amount prescribed by law for each inspection request, and the fee shall be a 
lien upon the livestock of the owner until paid. Each inspector shall keep a complete 
record of all livestock inspected by him, listing all brands and marks and the names of 
the shippers, and a copy of the record shall be preserved by the board. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-39. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-40. Exporting of livestock without brand of shipper or bill 
of sale; inspection; definition of estrays. 

 A. For the purposes of this section, an estray is any livestock being driven or 
 shipped from a district or from this state that is not properly identified as 
 required by The Livestock Code [Chapter 77, Articles 2 to 18 NMSA 1978]; or not 
 accompanied by a duly executed authority in writing by the owner of the 
 recorded brand on the livestock authorizing the driving and handling of the 
 livestock by the person in possession of the livestock. 

 B. If an inspector finds in or with the livestock he is inspecting an estray, he 
 may seize and sequestrate the estray and hold and dispose of it in the manner 
 provided by law for the disposition of unclaimed livestock by inspectors. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-41. Transportation of horses, mules, asses, cattle, sheep or 
goats or carcasses thereof; inspection certificate. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to move, transport or cause to 
be transported from the state of New Mexico to any point beyond the limits thereof or 
within the state except as provided under Section 77-9-42 NMSA 1978, any horses, 
mules, asses, cattle, sheep or goats, or the carcasses thereof, by driving or in any 
motor or other vehicle or conveyance, unless such animal, animals or carcasses shall 
first have been inspected by an inspector of the New Mexico livestock board and 
unless, upon satisfactory showing of the ownership of said animals or 
carcasses, said inspector shall have issued inspection certificates in the form to 
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be prescribed by the New Mexico livestock board and unless such certificate shall at all 
times accompany the animals or carcasses so being driven or transported in such 
motor or other vehicle; provided that no inspection shall be required where the 
transportation or movement from one point to another within the state is entirely 
upon lands exclusively within the control of the party moving or transporting or 
procuring the transporting of such animals or carcasses or is done under the 
provisions of Section 77-9-42 NMSA 1978 or when such transportation is authorized 
by the board to a location within the state. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-42. Transportation permits for horses, mules and asses; 
brand and health certificate good for length of time of ownership. 

 A. A person who owns horses, mules or asses and desires to transport them 
 within the state for a purpose other than their sale or trade may, upon request 
 to an inspector, be issued an owner's transportation permit in lieu of the 
 required brand certificate for each horse, mule or ass to be transported. 

 B. The owner's transportation permit issued in lieu of a brand certificate is valid 
 as long as the horse, mule or ass described in the certificate remains under the 
 ownership of the person to whom the permit was issued. 

 C. The owner's transportation permit or the brand certificate shall accompany 
 the animal for which it was issued at all times while the animal is in transit, and 
 each shall identify the horse, mule or ass by brand, color, markings, sex, age 
 and, where applicable, by registration number, tattoo or other mark as 
 provided by rules of the board. 

 D. There shall be a fee in an amount set by the board for each owner's 
 transportation permit. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-43. Notice of transport; inspection date and place. 

Before a person transports any livestock or carcasses from a district or out of state, 
the person shall notify the nearest inspector that it is desired that the livestock or 
carcasses be inspected, fixing the date, place and time of the inspection. The person 
requesting the inspection shall give a reasonable time prior to the proposed shipment 
date. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-44. Hides and pelts; exhibiting; tagging and marking. 

The hides or pelts from all carcasses shall be exhibited to the inspector at the time of 
the inspection required under Sections77-9-41 and 77-9-43 NMSA 1978, and the 
inspector, in addition to furnishing the certificate provided for in Section 77-9-41 
NMSA 1978, shall tag or mark the carcasses and hides or pelts in a manner to be 
designated by the board as evidence that the hides or pelts have been inspected. 
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N.M. Stat. § 77-9-45. Ownership; possession; transportation; seizure; 
disposition of livestock; refusal of certificate. 

If any duly authorized inspector should find any livestock or carcasses in the 
possession of any person, firm or corporation for use, sale or transporting by any 
means, and said person, firm or corporation in charge of said livestock or carcasses is 
not in possession of a bill of sale, duly acknowledged, or cannot furnish other 
satisfactory proof of lawful ownership or said inspector has good reason to believe 
that said livestock or carcasses, are stolen, said inspector shall refuse to issue a 
certificate authorizing the transportation of said livestock or carcasses, and shall seize 
and take possession of same. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-46. Officers may stop vehicles; failure to have certificate; 
arrest and seizure. 

Any duly authorized inspector or peace officer of any county in said state shall be 
authorized to stop any motor or other vehicle transporting livestock or the carcasses 
thereof in their respective counties, and demand from the person or persons 
operating said motor or other vehicle to show the certificate provided for and issued 
under the terms of Section 1 [77-9-41 NMSA 1978] of this act; and should any person 
or persons transporting said livestock or the carcasses thereof be unable to exhibit to 
such inspector or peace officer said certificate, said inspector or officer is authorized 
and empowered to arrest, without warrant, any person or persons operating said 
motor or other vehicle and take possession of same and the livestock or carcasses 
therein, and shall retain such possession until the person or persons operating such 
motor or other vehicle can produce satisfactory evidence that he or they, or the person 
or persons, firm or corporation for whom the same is being transported, is the lawful 
owner thereof, or until such livestock or carcasses are disposed of as hereinafter 
provided. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-47, 77-9-48. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-49. Penalty. 

Any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of Sections77-9-41 through 
77-9-50 NMSA 1978 is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished as prescribed 
by law. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-50. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-51. Suspected transportation of stolen livestock; search of 
vehicles; requiring proof of ownership; arrest; seizure. 

Any duly authorized inspector or peace officer of any county in this state is 
hereby authorized to stop and search, without warrant, any motor or other 
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vehicle which they may have reason to believe is transporting stolen livestock or the 
carcasses thereof, in their respective counties, and if any be found, demand from the 
person or persons operating said motor or other vehicle, that they produce proof of 
ownership, and should any person or persons transporting said livestock or the 
carcasses thereof be unable to produce proof of ownership to such inspector or peace 
officer, said inspector or officer is hereby authorized and empowered to arrest, 
without warrant, any person or persons operating said motor or other vehicle and take 
possession of the same and the livestock or carcasses therein, and shall retain such 
possession until the person or persons operating such motor or other vehicle can 
produce satisfactory evidence that he or they, or the person or persons, firm or 
corporation for whom the same is being transported, is the lawful owner of such 
livestock or the carcasses, or until such livestock or carcasses are disposed of as 
hereinafter provided. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-52, 77-9-53. [Repealed]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-54. Transportation of hides. 

 A. It is unlawful for any person to transport or cause to be transported from a 
 district or out of this state any hides that have not been inspected by an 
 inspector and tagged or marked as prescribed by rule of the board. The board 
 may provide by rule for collection of an inspection fee not to exceed the amount 
 prescribed by law, and the fee is a lien upon the hides inspected until paid. 

 B. Each inspector shall keep a complete record of all inspections made by him 
 and immediately forward to the director on blanks furnished him for that 
 purpose, a complete report of each inspection, giving the names of the 
 purchaser and shipper of the hides and all the brands on the hides. The report 
 shall be preserved by the director as records of his office. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-55. Inspection of hides; butchers; offenses; penalty. 

Any person, firm or corporation, common carrier, railroad company or agent thereof, 
violating any of the provisions of Sections77-9-54 and 25-4-1 NMSA 1978, or 
refusing to permit the inspection of any hides as therein provided, shall upon 
conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined in any sum 
not exceeding one thousand dollars [($1,000)] for each and every such violation. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-56. Hide purchases; bill of sale; contents; penalty. 

A person in this state who purchases a hide from livestock is required to secure from 
the person from whom the hide is purchased, at the time of purchase, a bill of sale 
showing the brands and the marks, if any, on the hide. A person who violates the 
provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall 
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be sentenced in accordance with the provisions of Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978 for each 
offense. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-57. Magistrate jurisdiction. 

Magistrates are given jurisdiction over all persons, firms or corporations charged with 
a violation of The Livestock Code [Chapter 77, Articles 2 to 18 NMSA 1978]. 

N.M. Stat. § 77-9-58 to 77-9-63. Recompiled and Repealed. 

 


