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States’ Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Laws: West Virginia  
 

WV ST § 61-16-2 
 

Current through November 23, 2022 
 
WV ST § 61-16-2 Prohibited Use of an Unmanned Aircraft System; 
Criminal Penalties 
 

(a) Except as authorized by the provisions of this article, a person may not 
operate an unmanned aircraft system: 

(1) To knowingly and intentionally capture or take photographs, images, 
video, or audio of another person or the private property of another, without 
the other person’s permission, in a manner that would invade the individual’s 
reasonable expectation of privacy, including, but not limited to, capturing, or 
recording through a window; 
(2) To knowingly and intentionally view, follow, or contact another person or 
the private property of another without the other person’s permission in a 
manner that would invade the individual’s reasonable expectation of privacy, 
including, but not limited to, viewing, following, or contacting through a 
window; 
(3) To knowingly and intentionally harass another person; 
(4) To violate a restraining order or similar judicial order; 
(5) To act with a willful wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property; 
or 
(6) To knowingly and intentionally operate an unmanned aircraft system in a 
manner that interferes with the official duties of law enforcement personnel or 
emergency medical personnel. 

(b) Any person violating the provisions of subsection (a) of this section is guilty of 
a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than $100 
nor more than $1,000 or confined in jail for not more than one year, or both fined 
and confined. 
(c) Any person who equips an unmanned aircraft system with any deadly weapon 
or operates any unmanned aircraft system equipped with any deadly weapon, 
other than for military in an official capacity, is guilty of a felony and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than $1,000 nor more than $5,000 or 
imprisoned in a state correctional facility for not less than one nor more than five 
years, or both fined and imprisoned. 
(d) Any person who operates an unmanned aircraft system with the intent 
to cause damage to or disrupt in any way the flight of a manned aircraft is 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/wvcode/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=61&art=16&section=2
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guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than $1,000 
nor more than $5,000 imprisoned for not less than one nor more than five years, 
or both fined and imprisoned. 
(e) A person that is authorized by the Federal Aviation Administration to operate 
unmanned aircraft systems for commercial purposes may operate an unmanned 
aircraft system in this state for such purposes if the unmanned aircraft system is 
operated in a manner consistent with federal law. 


