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USDA’s United States Grain Standards Act: New York 
 

N.Y. Agric. & Mkts. Law § 16(25) 
N.Y. Agric. & Mkts. Law § 18(4) 
N.Y. Agric. & Mkts. Law § 156-c 

 
§ 16(25).  General powers and duties of department. 
 
The department through the commissioner shall have power to: 
 
… 
 

25. Inspect and determine the grade or condition of farm products at shipping points and 
receiving centers, and provide for the issuance of certificates of such inspections and 
enter into co-operative arrangements with state and federal marketing agencies for joint 
inspections. The commissioner shall require and receive the payment of fees for such 
inspection services in amounts not exceeding the estimated cost of the services. The 
commissioner shall remit to the state treasurer such fees received monthly. 

 
… 
 
§ 18(4).  Rules of Department 
 
Subject and in conformity to this chapter and the constitution and laws of the state, the 
commissioner may enact, amend and repeal necessary rules which shall: 
 
… 
 

4. Establish official grades for foods and farm products and prescribe the use of such 
grades, and provide for the marking, packing and shipping of foods and farm products 
so graded. 

 
… 
 
§ 156-c.  Farm Products; Official Standards. 
 
The commissioner is hereby authorized and empowered, after investigation and public 
hearing, to establish and promulgate official definitions and standards for grading or 
classifying, packing and labeling farm products, or any of them, packed or repacked 
within the state; and to change such official standards from time to time. The 
commissioner, in establishing such official standards, shall, among other things, take 

https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2022/agm/article-2/16/
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2022/agm/article-2/18/
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2022/agm/article-12-a/156-c/


 

 
 
 
 
  The National Agricultural Law Center NationalAgLawCenter.org | nataglaw@uark.edu 

into account so far as applicable the factors of maturity, condition, soundness, color, shape, 
size and freedom from defects. Such official standards shall not be lower in their requirements 
than the minimum requirements of the official standards for corresponding grades or 
classifications, as promulgated from time to time by the secretary of agriculture of the United 
States, commonly known as U. S. grades. The use of such official standards when established 
shall be optional, but if and when used in relation to any farm products they must be in 
conformance with such standards. 


