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USDA’s United States Grain Standards Act: Louisiana

La. Stat. Ann. § 3:3414.3

RS 3:3414.3. Grain sampling and grading.

A. The commission by rule shall adopt standards for sampling and grading grain. The
standards shall include tolerances for the interpretive element of grading. The
standards shall be consistent with the standards adopted by the United States
Department of Agriculture for sampling and grading grain. The commission shall
provide copies of any changes in the standards to each grain dealer prior to the date the
changes become effective.

B. The commission may certify grain samplers and graders. The commission may
conduct courses of instruction in the methods of sampling and grading grain in one or
more locations throughout the state. Each person who displays an adequate knowledge
of sampling and grading grain which is satisfactory to the commission shall be issued a
certificate.

C. Each grain dealer who issues grades for grain shall sample and grade each load of
grain delivered by a producer within seventy-two hours from the time the grain is
delivered to the grain dealer.

D. Each grain dealer who issues grades for grain shall retain each sample of grain
received from a producer which is subject to excessive deductions. The commission by
rule shall determine the level of deductions which are excessive for each type of grain.
This determination shall include deductions for all causes and shall be based upon the
numerical grades determined for each type of grain by the United States Department of
Agriculture. Samples of grain which are subject to excessive deductions shall be
retained in separate containers and shall be retained for five days from the date the
sample was graded.

E. Repealed by Acts 2010, No. 767, §2, eff. June 30, 2010.

F. If a dispute arises as to the grading of a sample which is subject to excessive
deductions, the grain dealer, or the producer, or both, may request that the sample be
regraded by the department. If a regrading is requested, the grain dealer shall provide
the sample to the department.

G. The department may charge a fee for regrading a sample. The fee shall be fixed by the

commission by rule in an amount not to exceed fifty dollars. \
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H. If the dispute is not resolved on the basis of the regrading, either party may
introduce the results of the regrading in evidence in any legal action which results from
the dispute.

I. The employees of the department may inspect randomly selected samples to
determine if a grain dealer who issues grades for grain is taking samples and grading
grain in accordance with the standards adopted by the commission. The department
shall not charge for an inspection under the provisions of this Section. The sample shall
be obtained, or the inspection performed, during the normal working hours of the grain
dealer.

J. If a grain dealer who issues grades for grain does not take samples or grade grain in
accordance with the standards adopted by the commission, the commission may place
the grain dealer on probation. If the grain dealer continues to sample or grade grain
incorrectly, or if the grain dealer fails to retain samples or to provide samples as
required by this Section, the commission may suspend or revoke the grain dealer's
license.

K. A grain dealer may be placed on probation and a grain dealer's license may be
suspended or revoked only by a ruling of the commission based on an adjudicatory
hearing held in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.

L. The department shall inspect, classify, and grade all grain subject to this Subsection.
The department may charge a fee for inspecting, classifying, and grading grain. The fee
shall be fixed by the commission by rule and shall be based on the actual cost of
providing the service. The provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to grain sold for
export nor to inbound grain intended for export shipment.
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