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Iowa Code Ann. § 159.20 
Iowa Code Ann. § 203C.2 

Iowa Code Ann. § 203C.30 
 

§ 159.20.  Powers of department. 

1. The department shall perform duties designed to lead to more advantageous 
marketing of Iowa agricultural commodities. The department may do any of the 
following: 

a. Investigate the marketing of agricultural commodities. 

b. Promote the sale, distribution, and merchandising of agricultural 
commodities. 

c. Furnish information and assistance concerning agricultural commodities to 
the public. 

d. Cooperate with the college of agriculture and life sciences of the Iowa state 
university of science and technology in encouraging agricultural marketing 
education and research. 

e. Accumulate and diffuse information concerning the marketing of agricultural 
commodities in cooperation with persons, agencies, or the federal government. 

f. Investigate methods and practices related to the processing, handling, 
grading, classifying, sorting, weighing, packing, transportation, storage, 
inspection, or merchandising of agricultural commodities within this state. 

g. Ascertain sources of supply for Iowa agricultural commodities. The 
department shall prepare and periodically publish lists of names and addresses 
of producers and consignors of agricultural commodities. 

h. Perform inspection or grading of an agricultural commodity if requested by a 
person engaged in the production, marketing, or processing of the agricultural 
commodity. However, the person must pay for the services as provided by rules 
adopted by the department. 

https://law.justia.com/codes/iowa/2022/title-v/chapter-159/section-159-20/
https://law.justia.com/codes/iowa/2022/title-v/chapter-203c/section-203c-2/
https://law.justia.com/codes/iowa/2022/title-v/chapter-203c/section-203c-30/
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i. Cooperate with the economic development authority to avoid duplication of 
efforts between the department and the agricultural marketing program 
operated by the economic development authority. 

j. Provide for the promotion and expansion of renewable fuels and coproducts, 
by doing all of the following: 

(1) Assist the office of renewable fuels and coproducts in administering 
the provisions of chapter 159A, subchapter II. 

(2) Assist the renewable fuel infrastructure board, provide for the 
administration of the renewable fuel infrastructure programs, and 
provide for the management of the renewable fuel infrastructure fund, 
as provided in chapter 159A, subchapter III. 

2. As used in this subchapter: 

a. “Agricultural commodity” means any unprocessed agricultural product, 
including animals, agricultural crops, and forestry products grown, raised, 
produced, or fed in Iowa for sale in commercial channels. 

b. “Commercial channels” means the processes for sale of an agricultural 
commodity or unprocessed product from the agricultural commodity to any 
person, public or private, who resells the agricultural commodity for breeding, 
processing, slaughter, or distribution. 

§ 203C.2.  Duties and powers of the department — operator recordkeeping. 

1. The department shall administer this chapter and may exercise general supervision 
over the storage, warehousing, classifying according to grade or otherwise, weighing, 
and certification of agricultural products. 

2. The department may inspect or cause to be inspected any warehouse including 
warehouse records as provided in this section. Inspections may be made at times and 
for purposes as the department determines. Except as provided in section 203C.6, the 
department shall inspect every licensed warehouse and its contents once every twelve 
months. The department shall prioritize inspections based on the system provided in 
section 203C.40. The department may require the filing of reports relating to a 
warehouse or its operation. 

a. A licensed warehouse operator operating a licensed warehouse shall provide 
for complete and correct recordkeeping. The records shall account for the 
storage and withdrawal of all agricultural products handled in each warehouse 
which the warehouse operator is licensed to operate. The records shall include 
all original and duplicate receipts issued by, returned to, and canceled by the 
warehouse operator. A licensed warehouse operator shall keep records for the 
previous six years. If the licensed warehouse operator’s records are 
incomplete or inaccurate, the department may reconstruct the 
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warehouse operator’s records in order to determine whether the warehouse 
operator is in compliance with the provisions of this chapter. The department 
may charge the licensed warehouse operator the actual cost for reconstructing 
the warehouse operator’s records. 

b. If upon inspection of a warehouse a deficiency is found to exist as to the 
quantity or quality of agricultural products stored, as indicated on the 
warehouse operator’s books and records according to official grain standards, 
the department may require an employee of the department to remain at the 
licensed warehouse and supervise all operations involving agricultural products 
stored there under this chapter until the deficiency is corrected. The charge for 
the cost of maintaining an employee of the department at a warehouse to 
supervise the correction of a deficiency is one hundred fifty dollars per day. 

3. The department may make available to the United States government, or any of its 
agencies, including the commodity credit corporation, the results of inspections made 
and inspection reports submitted to it by employees of the department, upon payment 
to it of charges as determined by the department, but the charges shall not be less than 
the actual cost of services rendered, as determined by the department. The department 
may enter into contracts and agreements for such purpose and shall keep a record of all 
money thus received. 

4. The department may classify any warehouse in accordance with its suitability for the 
storage of agricultural products and shall specify in any license issued for the operation 
of a warehouse the only type or types and the quantity of agricultural products which 
may be stored in the warehouse. The department may prescribe, within the limitations 
of this chapter, the duties of licensed warehouse operators with respect to the care of 
and responsibility for the contents of licensed warehouses. Grain grades shall be 
determined under the official grain standards. The department may from time to time 
publish data in connection with the administration of this chapter as may be of public 
interest. 

5. Moneys received by the department in administering this section shall be considered 
repayment receipts as defined in section 8.2. 

§ 203C.30.  Inspecting and grading. 

Grain or any other fungible agricultural product stored in a warehouse licensed under this 
chapter for which no separate compartment is provided, and its identity preserved, shall be 
inspected and graded. 

 

 

 

 


