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National Agricultural Library 
Mission

• National Agricultural Library (NAL) 
facilitates the creation of agricultural 
knowledge through the acquisition, 
curation, and dissemination of information 
needed to solve agricultural challenges

• NAL supports the USDA’s in-house 
research conducted by Agricultural 
Research Service (ARS)

• NAL serves the public and supports all land 
grant Institutions 





NAL Information Centers



Agricultural Law Information Partnership

The Agricultural Law Information 
Partnership was established by the 
2014 Farm Bill to create and 
disseminate agricultural and food 
law content through tools, guides, 
conference and publications.

Audiences:
Legal Practitioners
Agricultural Professionals
Policymakers
Academic Institutions
General Public



KEY PRODUCTS

Recent Programming:
• Land Matters: Understanding Heirs’ Property

• Food, Agriculture & Environmental Justice

• Advancing Equity through Food and Nutrition

• Water Rights: Infrastructure, Inequities & Solutions

• Seed Stories: Preserving Culture and Culturally 
Appropriate Foods

• Farm & Line Worker Rights



MY PATH TO 
AGRICULTURAL LAW



1995
Masters in Library Science

University of Missouri-Columbia

1999 
Juris Doctor 

University of Baltimore

1999-2022 
Research Librarian 

Steptoe & Johnson, LLP

2002-2003 
Reference Librarian

University of MD Carey School of 
Law

Career Path



Career Path

2002-2005 
DLA Piper 

Research Analyst

2005 – 2007
Blank Rome, LLP

Information Center Manager

2007 – 2014
Morningstar, Inc.

Librarian Relations Manager

2014 - present
NAL Law Librarian

Coordinator, Ag Law Information 
Partnership



USDA Off ice o f  t he Secretary
Off ice o f  t he C hief  D ivers i ty  &  I nc lus ion Off icer
Senior  D ivers i ty  &  Inc lus ion  Program Spec ia l is t  
January  – June  2023

T h e  C h i e f  D i v e rs i t y  a n d  I n c l u s i o n  O f f i c e  ( C D I O )  l e a d s  U S D A ʼ s  w o r k  t o  b u i l d  a n  
o r ga n i za t i o n  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  d i v e rs i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  U S D A  s e r v e s ,  b r i n g i n g  
t h e  b e s t  t a l e n t  t o  U S D A ,  r e t a i n i n g  a n d  i n v e s t i n g  i n  o u r  w o r k f o rc e ,  a n d  c r e a t i n g  a  
c u l t u re  w h e r e  e v e r yo n e  f e e l s  w e l c o m e d .

Wo r k i n g  c o l l a b o rat i ve l y  w i t h  o u r  E q u i t y  p a r t n e rs ,  t h e s e  D E I A  e f f o r t s  s u p p o r t  
t h e U S DA  S t r ate g i c  P l a n :  G o a l  6  – At t ra c t ,  I n s p i r e ,  a n d  R e t a i n  a n  E n ga g e d  a n d  
M o t i v ate d  Wo r k f o r c e  t h a t ’s  P r o u d  t o  R e p r e s e nt  U S DA .

Build and 
advance an 

intentionally 
diverse 

workforce and a 
culture of 
belonging

Ensure every 
employee has a 

voice and 
influence so they 
are engaged and 
inspired to grow 

their career

Make USDA the 
best place to 

work

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/usda-fy-2022-2026-strategic-plan.pdf#page=45


Ag Legal Careers



Areas of Specialization

• Agr icul ture/Agr icul tural  Law

• Animal  Heal th & Wel fare

• Bankruptcy

• Biotechnology and Genet ical ly  
Modi f ied  Organisms

• Cl imate Change

• Economics

• Envi ronmental Just ice

• Envi ronment/ Sustainabi l i ty

• Estate  P lanning

• Fami ly Law

• Finance

• Food Just ice

• Food Label ing

• Food Safety

• Food Systems

• Food to  Inst i tut ion 

• Nutr i t ion & Food Secur i ty

• Immigrat ion

• Ind igenous Law

• Inte l lectual  Property

• Labor  & Employment

• Land Use/Conservat ion

• Legal  Advocacy/L i t igat ion

• Pol icy

• Publ ic  Heal th

• Research

• Rura l  I ssues

• Trade

• Urban Agr icu lture



Career Options in Law & Ag Law

E d u c a t i o n  a n d  A c a d e m i c  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
• P r o f e s s o r
• C l i n i c  D i r e c t o r
• L a w  L i b r a r i a n / L i b r a r y  D i r e c t o r
• D i s a b i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  

C o o r d i n a t o r
• S t u d e n t  A f f a i r s  D i r e c t o r
• A d m i s s i o n s  C o u n s e l o r
• A l u m n i  R e l a t i o n s

B a n k i n g  a n d  F i n a n c e
• R i s k  M a n a g e r
• E s t a t e  P l a n n i n g  A d v i s o r
• T r u s t  O f f i c e r
• F i n a n c i a l  P l a n n e r
• C o m m e r c i a l  L o a n s  O f f i c e r
• M u t u a l  F u n d  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

C o n f l i c t  R e s o l u t i o n
• A r b i t r a t o r  o r  M e d i a t o r
• L a b o r  U n i o n  A D R
• I n s u r a n c e  M e d i a t o r

G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  P o l i t i c s
• P o l i c y  A n a l y s t
• L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  S t a f f
• S t r a t e g i c  P o l i c y  A d v i s o r
• S p e e c h w r i t e r
• P o l i t i c a l  F u n d r a i s e r
• C a m p a i g n  M a n a g e r
• L o b b y i s t  o r  G o v e r n m e n t  

R e l a t i o n s  A d v i s o r
• P o l i t i c a l  C a n d i d a t e

L a w  F i r m s
• L a w  F i r m  A d m i n i s t r a t o r
• H e a d  o f  A s s o c i a t e  R e c r u i t i n g
• M a r k e t i n g  D i r e c t o r
• P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  

M a n a g e r
• R e s e a r c h  A n a l y s t  o r  L e g a l  

R e s e a r c h e r
• C o m p e t i t i v e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  

A n a l y s t
• R e s e a r c h  L i b r a r i a n
• N e w  A s s o c i a t e  

T r a i n i n g / O n b o a r d i n g  

C o o r d i n a t o r
• L e g a l  R e c o r d s  M a n a g e m e n t  

A d m i n i s t r a t o r

L e g a l  W r i t i n g ,  E d i t i n g  a n d  
P u b l i s h i n g
• A u t h o r
• R e p o r t e r / E d i t o r / C o l u m n i s t
• L e g a l  o r  b u s i n e s s  c o l u m n i s t s
• C o n t e n t  c r e a t o r s  f o r  l a w  f i r m  

w e b s i t e s
• E d i t o r  f o r  l e g a l  t e x t b o o k s  a n d  

o n l i n e  c o n t e n t  ( t h i n k  L e x i s  &  
W e s t l a w )

N o n - P r o f i t / A d v o c a c y
• D i r e c t o r
• P o l i c y  A d v i s o r
• L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  D i r e c t o r
• T e c h n i c a l  A s s i s t a n c e  A d v i s o r
• R e s e a r c h e r



Careers in Legal Information

• Law Library Director

• Law Librarian

• Chief Knowledge Off icer

• Competit ive Intell igence 

Research Analyst

• Professor

• Reference Librarian

• Digital  Assets Librarian

• Data Analyst

• Legal Research Specialist

• Information Center Director 

• Knowledge Management 

Specialist

• Legal Research Trainer

• Business Development 

Manager

• Marketing Research

Specialist

• Vendor Relations 

Manager/Negotiator



Corporate Opportunities

Food Corporations
• Nestle
• General Mills
• Kellogg's
• Mars

Ag Corporations
• John Deere
• Cargill
• Bayer
• The Archer-Daniels-Midland



Ag Tech Startups (2024)
• OnePointOne
• EOS Crop Monitoring
• Telesense
• Cisbay
• Monarch Tractors
• Kakaxi
• The Crop Project
• FarmLead
• AvidWater
• Arbonics

Ag tech companies are stepping 
up to the plate, building 
software and hardware 
solutions for 
the sustainability and 
management issues facing the 
agricultural sector. Whether 
they’re building smart, electric-
powered tractors, or developing 
crop monitoring solutions that 
can help restore soil health and 
conserve water, these ag tech 
companies in are helping 
prepare agriculture for the 
future.



STATE & FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT 
CAREERS





Office of Technology 
Transfer (REE-ARS)

The Office of Technology 
Transfer (OTT) helps 
move Agr icul tura l  Research 
Service (ARS) research 
d iscover ies to  market to  so lve 
agr icu l tural  problems and 
expand the economic impact of  
ARS research and development.



JD Preferred Jobs

Supervisory Public Affairs Special ist- FBI

Public Affairs Special ist- US Off ice of the 
Secretary of the Interior

International Trade Analyst- U.S.  
International Trade Commission

Government Information Special ist-US 
Dept.  of  State 

International Trade Special ist- US Foreign 
Agricultural  Service

Economic Development Program Special ist   
(Agriculture)  – Dept.  of  Agr iculture & Markets 
(NY)

Migrant Farmworker Advocacy Director-Florida 
Rural  Legal  Services Inc

Assistant  Director,  Educational  - Food and Drug 
Law Institute

Legal  Pol icy Director - Farmworker Justice

Assistant  Director of  Government & Community 
Affairs- Florida Farm Bureau Federation



TAKEAWAYS

Q & A

Kirstin Nelson, MLS, JD

Senior Law Librarian
USDA National Agricultural Library
Kirstin.Nelson@usda.gov
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