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Administrative Law 
Supreme Court  
Wilkie v. Robbins, 551 U.S. 537 (2007) (intimidation to extract easement by BLM; Blevins 
damages) 
Tenth Circuit 
Stewart v. U.S. Dep’t of Interior, 554 F.3d 1236 (10th Cir. 2009) (FOIA request over grazing 
permits granted and retired) 
Stewart v. Kempthorne, 554 F.3d 1245 (10th Cir. 2009) (review of agency decision to deny 
grazing permits; standing issues) 
D.C. Circuit 
Am. Farm Bureau Fed’n v. Envtl. Prot. Agency, --- F.3d ---, 2009 WL 437050 (D.C. Cir. Feb. 
24, 2009) (review of agency’s decision to revise air standards) 
Arizona 
Koepnick v. Ariz. State Land Dep’t, --- P.3d ---, 2009 WL 472727 (Ariz. Ct. App. 2009) 
(reclassification of state land by state agency) 

 
Agritourism 

California 
Miller v. Weitzen, 133 Cal.App.4th 732 (Cal. Ct. App. 2005) (recreational use statute) 
Minnesota 
Hanson v. N. J&B Enters., Inc., No. A08-0413, 2009 WL 234104 (Minn. Ct. App. Feb. 3, 2009) 
(waiver of liability with horse rental) 
South Carolina 
AJG Holdings, LLC v. Dunn, --- S.E.2d ---, 2009 WL 499388 (S.C. Ct. App. 2009) (restrictive 
covenants that did not allow running of bed and breakfast) 

 
Alternative Dispute Resolution 

Ninth Circuit 
Burrell v. Armijo, 456 F.3d 1159 (9th Cir. 2006) (failure to raise arbitration)  
Texas 
Armtech Ins. Servs., Inc. v. Hamilton, No. 07-08-0325-CV, 2009 WL 498048 (Tex. App. Feb. 
27, 2009) (enforcement of arbitration award) 



 
Animal Welfare 

Fourth Circuit 
George v. Kanawha County Sheriff’s Dep’t, No. 2:08-0141, 2009 WL 273230 (S.D. W. Va. Feb. 
3, 2009) (challenging seizure of dog in home without warrant) 
Sixth Circuit 
White v. United States, 2:08-cv-118, 2009 WL 173509 (S.D. Ohio Jan. 26, 2009) (standing to 
challenge amendments to Animal Welfare Act) 
Arkansas 
Brown v. Arkansas, --- S.W.3d ---, 2009 WL 275784 (Ark. 2009) (restitution to Humane 
Society) 
Michigan 
Michigan v. Henderson, --- N.W.2d ---, 2009 WL 257064 (Mich. Ct. App. 2009) (ownership 
enough to be held responsible for torture of horses) 
New York 
New York v. Lewis, --- N.Y.S.2d ---, 2009 WL 530996 (N.Y. App. Div. 2009) (no suppression 
of evidence) 
Ohio 
Meyers v. Sparrow, No. 08-CA-25, 2009 WL 533057, 2009 -Ohio- 945 (Ohio Ct. App. Feb. 27, 
2009) (civil protection order; unlawfully shooting neighbor’s dog) 
Texas 
Texas v. Clayton, No. 06-08-00198, 2009 WL 322869 (Tex. App. Feb. 11, 2009) (granting new 
trial) 

 
Bankruptcy 

Second Circuit 
Pappas v. Bank of Am. Corp., Nos. 07-4103-cv(L), 07-4093-cv, 2009 WL 382602 (2d Cir. Feb. 
17, 2009) (no aiding and abetting in fraudulent conveyances) 
Iowa 
In re Agriprocessors, Inc., No. 08-02751, 2009 WL 290457 (Bankr. N.D. Iowa Feb. 4, 2009) 
(right to setoff) 
New York 
In re Parmalat Secs. Litig., 501 F.Supp.2d 560 (S.D. N.Y. 2007) (aiding in concealing true 
financial condition)  
Tennessee 
In re Chambers, No. 08-31399, 2008 WL 5649690 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. Nov. 20, 2008) 
(confirmation of Ch. 12 Plan) 
 

Biotechnology 
Fourth Circuit 
Monsanto Co. v. Strickland, No. 4:05-3062-RBH, 2009 WL 367721 (D. S.C. Feb. 9, 2009) 
(reasonable royalty; infringement on Roundup Ready soybean patent) 

 
Clean Water Act 

Sixth Circuit 
United States v. Cundiff, 555 F.3d 200 (6th Cir. 2009) (jurisdiction over wetlands; “normal 
farming” exemption to permit) 

 
Commercial Transactions 



Fifth Circuit 
In re Heigle, No. 07-02012-NPO, 2008 WL 5600708 (Bankr. S.D. Miss. Dec. 23, 2008) (specific 
performance; breach of contract) 
Sixth Circuit 
Groeb Farms, Inc. v. Alfred L. Wolff, Inc., No. 08-CV-14624, 2009 WL 500816 (E.D. Mich. 
Feb. 27, 2009) (breach of contract for the sale of honey) 
Eleventh Circuit 
E. Coast Brokers & Packers, Inc. v. Seminis Vegetable Seeds, Inc., No. 8:07-cv-17-1-T-26TBM, 
2009 WL 302076 (M.D. Fla. Feb. 6, 2009) (breach of tomato seed contract) 
Georgia 
AgriCommodities, Inc. v. J.D. Heiskell & Co., --- S.E. ---, 2009 WL 350827 (Ga. Ct. App. 2009) 
(existence of a contract) 
Michigan 
Cummulaj v. Chaney, Nos. 282264, 282265, 2009 WL 349753 (Mich. Ct. App. Feb. 12, 2009) 
(breach of implied contract) 
Wyoming 
Foxley & Co. v. Ellis, 201 P.3d 425 (Wyo. 2009) (breach of land sale contract) 
 

Cooperatives 
Sixth Circuit 
Lay v. Burley Stabilization Corp., No. 07-6419, 2009 WL 361412 (6th Cir. Feb. 12, 2009) 
(disgorgement of funds owed by cooperative) 

 
Environmental Law 

Supreme Court 
Summers v. Earth Island Inst., --- U.S. ---, 129 S. Ct. 1142 (2009) (standing to challenge federal 
public lands policy) 
First Circuit 
Sierra Club v. Wagner, 555 F.3d 21 (1st Cir. 2009) (approval of two forest management plans) 
Ninth Circuit 
W. Watersheds Project v. Dryer, Nos. CV-04-181-S-BLW, CV-02-521-S-BLW, 2009 WL 
484438 (D. Idaho Feb. 26, 2009) (grazing permits; Endangered Species Act violations) 
Sierra Forest Legacy v. U.S. Forest Serv., --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2009 WL 416787 (N.D. Cal. 2009) 
(claim management plan violated NEPA and ESA) 
Bark v. U.S. Bureau of Land Mgmt., No. CV 07-1536-MO, 2009 WL 279087 (D. Or. Feb. 5, 
2009) (no NEPA violations by BLM in opening up area for logging) 
D.C. Circuit 
Am. Farm Bureau Fed’n v. Envtl. Prot. Agency, --- F.3d ---, 2009 WL 437050 (D.C. Cir. Feb. 
24, 2009) (review of NAAQS standards) 
Federal Circuit 
Blue Lake Forest Prods., Inc. v. United States, --- Fed. Cl. ---, 2009 WL 522909 (Fed. Cl. 2009) 
(breach of timber sales contract because of environmental regulations) 

 
Estate Planning and Taxation 

Florida 
Brigham v. Brigham, --- So.2d ---, 2009 WL 454492 (Fla. Dist. Ct. App. 2009) (transfer of trust 
property to trustee was void) 

 
Finance & Credit 



Ninth Circuit 
Adams v. United States, No. CIV S-04-0979-RRB-CMK, 2009 WL 395192 (E.D. Cal. Feb. 17, 
2009) (civil rights violations in lending) 
Eleventh Circuit 
In re Baggett Bros. Farm, Inc., No. 08-15336, 2009 WL 454923 (11th Cir. Feb. 25, 2009) (farm 
had not satisfied debt to cooperative) 

 
Food Labeling 

Second Circuit 
N.Y. State Rest. Ass’n v. N.Y. City Bd of Health, --- F.3d ---, 2009 WL 367961 (2d Cir. 2009) 
(challenging city requirement to post calorie content on menus) 
Ninth Circuit 
Lockwood v. Conagra Foods, Inc., No. C 08-04151 CRB, 2009 WL 250459 (N.D. Cal. Feb. 3, 
2009) (state law claim that label is misleading) 

 
Food Safety 

Eighth Circuit 
United States v. Captain’s Select Seafood, Inc., No. 0:08-CV-1658 (PJS/RLE), 2009 WL 398081 
(D. Minn. Feb. 17, 2009) (moving enjoin processor from operating until proper HACCP 
approved) 
Ninth Circuit 
Nat’l Meat Ass’n v. Brown, No. CV-F-08-1963 LJO DLB, 2009 WL 426213 (E.D. Cal. Feb. 19, 
2009) (preemption of state meat packing law; granting preliminary injunction) 

 
Labor 

Seventh Circuit 
Murry v. Tyson Foods, Inc., No. 08-4001, 2009 WL 322241 (C.D. Ill. Feb. 09, 2009) 
(preemption of state law labor violations) 
Martinez v. Mendoza, --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2009 WL 268626 (N.D. Ind. 2009) (violations of 
AWPA) 
Ninth Circuit 
Alvarado v. Nederend, No. 1:08-CV-01099-OWW-SMS, 2009 WL 506484 (E.D. Cal. Feb. 27, 
2009) (violations of AWPA) 
Benitez v. Wilbur, No. CV F 08-1122 LJO GSA, 2009 WL 498085 (E.D. Cal. Feb. 26, 2009) 
(violations of the AWPA) 
General Truck Drivers, Warehousemen & Helpers Union Local No. 624 v. Clover Stornetta 
Farms, No. C-08-2463 SC, 2009 WL 415620 (N.D. Cal. Feb. 19, 2009) (motion to compel 
arbitration) 
Tenth Circuit 
Garcia v. Tyson Foods, Inc., --- F.R.D. ---, 2009 WL 352603 (D. Kan. 2009) (class certification 
of FLSA claims) 
Arkansas 
Mitchell v. Tyson Poultry, Inc., --- S.W.3d ---, 2009 WL 331445 (Ark. Ct. App. 2009) (death 
was compensable under state’s workers’ compensation laws) 
Kansas 
Herrell v. Nat’l Beef Packing Co., --- P.3d ---, 2009 WL 483450 (Kan. Ct. App. 2009) (premise 
liability for injuries caused to subcontractor’s employee) 
 
 



Iowa 
Rojas v. Pine Ridge Farms, L.L.C., No. 08-0554, 2009 WL 249650 (Iowa Ct. App. Feb. 4, 2009) 
(equitable apportionment of survivor benefits) 
Louisiana 
Smith v. Pilgrim’s Pride Corp., --- So.2d ---, 2009 WL 474066 (La. Ct. App. 2009) (upholding 
attorney’s fees with workers’ compensation reward) 
Clark v. Godfrey Knight Farms, Inc., --- So.2d ---, 2009 WL 367498 (La. Ct. App. 2009) 
(upholding awarding of workers’ compensation) 
Texas 
Granillo v. McKinzie, No. 11-07-00241-CV, 2009 WL 262113 (Tex. App. Feb. 5, 2006) 
(respondeat superior liability) 
 

Landowner Liability 
Fifth Circuit 
Albert v. Peavey Co., No. 04-1611, 2009 WL 321934 (E.D. La. Feb. 6, 2009) (burden of 
establishing “generally accepted ag practices”)  
Kansas 
Herrell v. Nat’l Beef Packing Co., --- P.3d ---, 2009 WL 483450 (Kan. Ct. App. 2009) (premise 
liability for injuries caused to subcontractor’s employee) 
Massachusetts 
Krasnecky v. Meffen, 777 N.E.2d 1286 (Mass. App. Ct. 2002) (trespass by neighbor’s dogs)  
Texas 
Granillo v. McKinzie, No. 11-07-00241-CV, 2009 WL 262113 (Tex. App. Feb. 5, 2006) 
(vicarious liability) 
Wyoming 
Dorsett v. Moore, 61 P.3d 1221 (Wyo. 2003) (liability for fence repairs)  

 
Packers and Stockyards Act 

Eighth Circuit 
In re Agriprocessors, Inc., No. 08-02751, 2009 WL 290457 (Bankr. N.D. Iowa Feb. 4, 2009) 
(proper fund to pay PSA claims) 

 
Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act 

Second Circuit 
Atl. Tropical Produce Corp. v. El Nene Meat & Food Corp., No. 06 Civ. 2413(DC), 2009 WL 
436050 (S.D. N.Y. Feb. 23, 2009) (third-party liability under PACA) 
Ninth Circuit 
Aviara Parkway Farms, Inc. v. Agropecuaria la Finca, S.P.R. de R.I., No. 08 CV 2301 JM 
(CAB), 2009 WL 249790 (S.D. Cal. Feb. 2, 2009) (granting of preliminary injunction) 

 
Production Contracts 

Tenth Circuit 
Luft Farms, LLC v. W. Sugar Coop., No. 08-cv-02014-WYD-CBS, 2009 WL 426240 (D. Colo. 
Feb. 20, 2009) (violations of Agricultural Fair Practices Act) 

 
Renewable Energy 

Second Circuit 
Global Energy & Mgmt., LLC v. Xethanol Corp., No. 07 Civ. 11049(NRB), 2009 WL 464449 
(S.D. N.Y. Feb. 24, 2009) (claim of fraudulently inducing investment in ethanol plant) 



Eighth Circuit 
BHGDN, LLC v. Minnesota, --- F.Supp.2d ---, 2009 WL 465036 (D. Minn. 2009) 
(constitutionality of change to ethanol incentive) 
Bootheel Ethanol Invs., L.L.C. v. Semo Ethanol Coop., No. 1:08CV59NLJ (E.D. Mo. Feb. 17, 
2009) (breach of operating agreement) 
Vermont 
In re UPC Vermont Wind, LLC, --- A.2d ---, 2009 VT 19 (Vt. 2009) (petition for a certificate of 
public good) 
 

Secured Transactions 
Fifth Circuit 
In re Heigle, No. 07-02012-NPO, 2008 WL 5600708 (Bankr. S.D. Miss. Dec. 23, 2008) (priority 
of liens) 
Arkansas 
S. States Coop. v. Stokes, No. CA 07-1205, 2008 WL 4946406 (Ark. Ct. App. Nov. 19, 2008) 
(existence of security interest) 
Nebraska 
Farmland Serv. Coop. v. S. Hills Ranch, Inc., 665 N.W.2d 641 (Neb. 2003) (perfection of 
security interest)  

 
Urbanization and Agriculture 

Fifth Circuit 
Albert v. Peavey Co., No. 04-1611, 2009 WL 321934 (E.D. La. Feb. 6, 2009) (burden of 
establishing “generally accepted ag practices”)  
Oregon 
Falls v. Grant County Assessor, TC-MD 080678B, 2009 WL 348857 (Or. T.C. Feb. 12, 2009) 
(denial of farm use special tax assessment) 
Utah 
Marsh v. Tax Comm’n & Bd. of Equalization of Box Elder County, No. 20080291-CA, 2009 
WL 418812 (Utah Ct. App. Feb. 20, 2009) (appeal of market value of property) 
Washington 
Clallam County v. W. Washington Growth Mgmt. Hearings Bd., 121 P.3d 764 (Wash. Ct. App. 
2005) (preexisting ag uses exemptions from critical areas ordinances) 

 
Water Law 

Ninth Circuit 
United States v. Angle, No. CIV. S-80-583 LKK, 2009 WL 347749 (E.D. Cal. Feb. 11, 2009) 
(modifications to stream decree) 
Idaho 
Lu Ranching Co. v. United States, 156 P.3d 590 (Idaho 2007) (priority dates for water rights) 
Texas 
Edwards Aquifer Authority v. Day, 274 S.W.3d 742 (Tex. App. 2008) (distinction between 
groundwater and state water) 
Virginia 
Mattaponi Indian Tribe v. Virginia, 72 Va. Cir. 444 (Va. Cir. Ct. 2007) (reserved water rights) 
Washington 
Kissler v. Buckland, 134 Wash. App. 1070 (Wash. Ct. App. 2006) (transfer of water rights)  
 


