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Requirements for Grain Dealers

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Current with legislation from 2013 Reg. Sess.

Code Code 1976 § 46-41-30
8 46-41-30. Unlawful to engage in business as dealer without license; penalties for violation.

It is unlawful for a dealer in agricultural products to engage in that business without a state license
issued by the commissioner. This requirement applies to all dealers in agricultural products who are
not exempted by Sections 46-41-20 and 46-41-25.

(1) A person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor for a first offense and,
upon conviction, must be fined not less than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than three
years, or both.

(2) Conviction for a second or subsequent offense is a felony and the person must be imprisoned not
more than five years and fined not more than five thousand dollars.

Code 1976 § 46-41-170
8 46-41-170. Penalty; enforcement by injunction; probation; civil fine.

(1) Any dealer in agricultural products violating the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed guilty
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall for the first offense be fined not less than one thousand
dollars or, in the case of individuals, the members of a partnership, and the responsible officers and
agents of an association or corporation, imprisoned not exceeding six months, and for a second or
subsequent offense shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined not less than three thousand dollars or
imprisoned not exceeding one year, or both in the discretion of the court.

(2) In addition to the remedies provided in this chapter and notwithstanding the existence of any
adequate remedy at law, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to make application for injunction to a
circuit court and such circuit court shall have jurisdiction upon hearing and for cause shown to grant a
temporary or permanent injunction, or both, restraining any person from violating or continuing to
violate any of the provisions of this chapter, or any rule or regulation, such injunction to be issued
without bond.

(3) The Commissioner may, by issuing his order, place any licensee who violates any provision of the
chapter or any unlicensed person found to have been dealing in agricultural products on probation or
levy a civil fine of not more than one thousand dollars, or both. All monies received as civil fines shall
be remitted to the State Treasurer to be credited to the Grain Producers Guaranty Fund established by
Article 2 of this chapter. When the fund reaches six million dollars such civil fines shall be remitted to
the general fund of the State. The licensee may appeal the levy of the civil fines to the circuit court of
the county in which the alleged unlawful activity was performed.



Code 1976 § 46-41-240
8 46-41-240. Grain dealer to remit and file report of assessments; penalty; hearing.

(1) The grain dealer shall remit assessments and file with the Department a report of such assessments
on grain received by him by the fifteenth day of each calendar month following any calendar month in
which the grain dealer has received quantities of grain subject to assessments totaling fifty dollars or
more. If such grain dealer has received quantities of grain subject to assessments totaling less than fifty
dollars in any calendar month, the assessments may be reported and remitted with the following
month's return. All assessments shall be remitted at least once every three months.

(2) In case any person subject to this section fails to make a report and remittance when required, the
Department shall determine the amount of such assessment according to its best judgment and
information and such amount shall be prima facie correct, and the person who failed to make the report
shall, within ten days after notice of the amount of the assessment is mailed to him, pay the
assessment, together with a penalty of ten percent, or dispute such assessment and request a hearing to
determine its amount and the penalty to be imposed. No payment shall be made until the Department
enters its order determining the amount of the payment but such payment shall be made within ten
days' notice of the order. On failure to remit payment within ten days of the receipt of notice of the
order, the Department may suspend the dealer's license under the provisions of § 46-41-130.

Code 1976 § 46-42-80
8 46-42-80. Penalties for violation of chapter.

Any person violating the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon
conviction shall be fined in an amount not to exceed one thousand dollars or imprisoned for a term not
to exceed six months or both.



