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Agricultural Law is embedded in virtually all production, marketing, human resources, pricing, 
income, natural resource management, and related decisions facing the U.S. farmer, rancher 
and landowner.  Understanding agricultural law is critical to crafting effective policy.  USDA 
Economists, CSREES, RMA, C-FARE and the National Agricultural Law Center are co-
sponsoring a multi-issue Seminar Series focusing on agricultural law.  
  

 

Jesse J. Richardson, Jr. is an Associate Professor in Urban Affairs and 
Planning at Virginia Tech and an attorney in private practice.  He is 
admitted to practice in both Virginia and West Virginia.  His teaching at 
Virginia Tech includes courses in Principles of Real Estate, Urban Growth 
Management, Land Use Law, and the Law of Critical  Environmental 
Areas.  Richardson focuses on real estate, land use and environmental 
issues, farmland protection, conservation easements, growth 
management, karst issues, groundwater law, eminent domain and takings. 

  
He received his B.S. in Agricultural Economics, magna cum laude, and his M.S. in Agricultural 
and Applied Economics from Virginia Tech.  He received his J.D. from the University of Virginia 
School of Law, where he received the Edwin S. Cohen Tax Scholarship.  His teaching 
experience includes service as an adjunct lecturer at the University of Virginia School of Law in 
Agricultural Environmental Law.  He is author of numerous law review articles; received the 
1999 American Agricultural Law Association Award of Excellence for Professional Scholarship 
and the 2004 William E. Wine Award for a history of teaching Excellence from Virginia Tech.  
He serves on the Virginia Farmland Preservation Task Force, the Virginia FarmLink Technical 
Advisory Committee and the Virginia Water Policy Technical Advisory Committee. 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