
 
 
 

University of Arkansas School of Law   
                             
 

  
     

 An Agricultural Law Research Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 StatesÕ Agritourism  Statutes  
 

State of North Carolina  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 www.NationalAgLawCenter.org  
 
 
 
 

 



 
                         States’ Agritourism Statutes 
 

                    STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA  
 

 
 
 
 
Current through the 2007 Regular and Extra Sessions. 
 
§ 99E-30. Definitions 
 As used in this Article, the following terms mean:  

 (1) Agritourism activity. --  Any activity carried out on a farm or ranch that allows members of 
 the general public, for recreational, entertainment, or educational purposes, to view or enjoy 
 rural activities, including farming, ranching, historic, cultural, harvest -your -own activit ies, or 
 natural activities and attractions. An activity is an agritourism activity whether or not the 
 participant paid to participate in the activity. "Agritourism activity" includes an activity involving 
 any animal exhibition at an agricultural fair li censed by the Commissioner of Agriculture 
 pursuant to G.S. 106 -520.3 . 

 (2) Agritourism professional. --  Any person who is engaged in the business of providing one or 
 more agritourism activities, whether or not for compensation.  

 (3) Inh erent risks of agr itourism activity. --  Those dangers or conditions that are an integral 
 part of an agritourism activity including certain hazards, including surface and subsurface 
 conditions, natural conditions of land, vegetation, and waters, the behavior of wild or dom estic 
 animals, and ordinary dangers of structures or equipment ordinarily used in farming and 
 ranching operations. Inherent risks of agritourism activity also include the potential of a 
 participant to act in a negligent manner that may contribute to inj ury to the participant or 
 others, including failing to follow instructions given by the agritourism professional or failing to 
 exercise reasonable caution while engaging in the agritourism activity.  

 (4) Participant. --  Any person, other than the agritou rism professional, who engages in an 
 agritourism activity.  

 (5) Person. --  An individual, fiduciary, firm, association, partnership, limited liability company, 
 corporation, unit of government, or any other group acting as a unit.  
 
§ 99E-31. Liability 
 
 (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, an agritourism professional is not liable 
 for injury to or death of a participant resulting from the inherent risks of agritourism activities, 
 so long as the warning contained in G.S. 99E -32  is pos ted as required and, except as provided 
 in subsection (b) of this section, no participant or participant's representative can maintain an 
 action against or recover from an agritourism professional for injury, loss, damage, or death of 
 the participant re sulting exclusively from any of the inherent risks of agritourism activities. In 
 any act  ion for damages against an agritourism professional for agritourism activity, the 
 agritourism professional must plead the affirmative defense of assumption of the ri sk of 
 agritourism activity by the participant.    



 (b) Nothing in subsection (a) of this section prevents or limits the liability of an agritourism 
 professional if the agritourism professional does any one or more of the following:  

  (1) Commits an act or omission that constitutes negligence or willful or wanton  
  disregard for the safety of the participant, and that act or omission proximately causes 
  injury, damage, or death to the participant.  

  (2) Has actual knowledge or reasonably should have kno wn of a dangerous condition on 
  the land, facilities, or equipment used in the activity or the dangerous propensity of a 
  particular animal used in such activity and does not make the danger known to the 
  participant, and the danger proximately causes i njury, damage, or death to the  
  participant.  

  (c) Nothing in subsection (a) of this section prevents or limits the liability of an agritourism 
 professional under liability provisions as set forth in Chapter 99B of the General Statutes.    
  
 (d) Any li mitation on legal liability afforded by this section to an agritourism professional is in 
 addition to any other limitations of legal liability otherwise provided by law.  
 
§ 99E-32. Warning required 
 
 (a) Every agritourism professional must post and maint ain signs that contain the warning 
 notice s pecified in subsection (b) of this section. The sign must be placed in a clearly visible 
 location at the entrance to the agritourism location and at the site of the agritourism activity. 
 The warning notice must  consist of a sign in black letters, with each letter to be a minimum of 
 one inch in height. Every written contract entered into by an agritourism professional for the 
 providing of professional services, instruction, or the rental of equipment to a parti cipant, 
 whether or not the contract involves agritourism activities on or off the location or at the site of 
 the agritourism activity, must contain in clearly readable print the warning notice specified in 
 subsection (b) of this section.    

 (b) The sig ns and contracts described in subsection (a) of this section must contain the 
 following notice of warning:   

  "WARNING  

   Under North Carolina law, there is no liability for an injury to or death of a participant in 
  an agritourism  activity conducted at  this agritourism location if such injury or death 
  results from the inherent risks of the agritourism activity. Inherent risks of agritourism 
  activities include, among others, risks of injury inherent to land, equipment, and  
  animals, as well as the potential for you to act in a negligent manner that may  
  contribute to your injury or death. You are assuming the risk of participating in this 
  agritourism activity."     
 
 (c) Failure to comply with the requirements concerning warning signs and notices provided in 
 this sub section will prevent an agritourism professional from invoking the privileges of 
 immunity provided by this Article.  
§ 106-22.5. Agricultural tourism signs 
 
 (a) The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall provide directional signs on 
 major highways at or in reasonable proximity to the nearest interchange or within one mile 
 leading to an agricultural facility that promotes tourism by providing tours and on -site sales or 
 samples of North Carolina agricultu ral products to area tourists.   (b) An agricultural facility 
 must be open for business at least four days a week, 10 months of the year in order to qualify 



 for the directional signs provided for in this section. The Department shall assess the facility the 
 actual reasonable costs of the sign and its installation.  
 
§ 106-581.1. Agriculture defined 
 
 For purposes of this Article, the terms "agriculture", "agricultural", and "farming" refer to all of 
 the following:  

  (1) The cultivation of soil for prod uction and harvesting of crops, including but not 
  limited to fruits, vegetables, sod, flowers and ornamental plants.  

  (2) The planting and production of trees and timber.  

  (3) Dairying and the raising, management, care, and training of livestock, inclu ding 
  horses, bees, poultry, and other animals for individual and public use, consumption, and 
  marketing.  

  (4) Aquaculture as defined in G.S. 106 -758 . 

  (5) The operation, management, conservation, improvement, and maintenance of a 
  farm and the struc tures and buildings on the farm, including building and structure 
  repair, replacement, expansion, and construction incident to the farming operation.  

  (6) When performed on the farm, "agriculture", "agricultural", and "farming" also  
  include the marke ting and selling of agricultural products, agritourism, the storage and 
  use of materials for agricultural purposes, packing, treating, processing, sorting,  
  storage, and other activities performed to add value to crops, livestock, and agricultural 
  it ems produced on the farm, and similar activities incident to the operation of a farm.  

§ 106-744(c). Purchase of agricultural conservation easements; establishment of North 
Carolina Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund and Advisory 
Committee 
 

 (c) There is established a "North Carolina Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation 
 Trust Fund" to be administered by the Commissioner of Agriculture. The Trust Fund shall 
 consist of all monies received for the purpose of purchasing  agricultural conservation 
 easements or funding programs that promote the development and sustainability of farming 
 and assist in the transition of existing farms to new farm families, or monies transferred from 
 counties or private sources. The Trust Fu nd shall be invested as provided in G.S. 147 -69.2  and 
 G.S. 147 -69.3 . The Commissioner shall use Trust Fund monies for any of the following:   

  (1) The purchase of agricultural conservation easements, including transaction costs.  

  (2) Public and private e nterprise programs that will promote profitable and sustainable 
  family farms through assistance to farmers in developing and implementing plans for 
  the production of food, fiber, and value -added products, agritourism activities,  
  marketing and sales of agricultural products produced on the farm, and other  
  agriculturally related business activities.  

  (3) To fund conservation agreements to bring into or maintain farmland in active  
  production of food, fiber, and other agricultural products.  



  (4) The costs of administering the program under this Article, including the cost of staff 
  and staff support.  

§ 160A-383.2. Voluntary agricultural districts 
 
 A city may amend the ordinances applicable within its planning jurisdictio n to provide flexibility 
 to farm ing operations that are located within a city or county voluntary agricultural district or 
 enhanced voluntary agricultural district adopted under Article 61 of Chapter 106 of the General 
 Statutes. Amendments to applicable ordinances may include p rovisions regarding on - farm 
 sales, pick -your -own operations, road signs, agritourism, and other activities incident to 
 farming. For purpos es of this section, the term "farming" shall have the same meaning as set 
 forth in G.S. 106 -581.1 .  
 


